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T O THE 


READER 


Chriſtian Reader, | | 


Certain Book hath lately been Panrid 
among us, Entitled Moral Refle&ions 
upon the number of the Elect, pros 
ving plainly ( as it pretendeth ) from 
Scripture-Evidence, that not one in a bundred Thouſand 
( nay probably not one m a Milllon ) from Adam: down 
to our times ſhafl be faved. 


It is certainly a very bold Safly that is hereby made 
upon us all ( poor men) the whole World over, Tan 
Hiatu to drive us like Sheep ſo furiouſly into ſuch a 

A 2 dreadful 


To the Reader. 


dreadful Precipice from whence there can be no recovery. 
The Commander of this Sally is, it ſeems, by the Word 
fixed-upom the, Front, Dr. Lewis du Moulin late 
Hiftory-Profeſſer m Oxford, which the Printer, as 
his Anteſignanus, carryeth before him, that he might 
be the mote formidable : For as for the Word, viz. pros 
ved plainly by Scripture. Evidence T will not ſay it 
is 4 plain Lis ( though I might Wwehout any Offence before 
wife }fen ) but it is a-falſe Alarm, as this following 
Diſcourſe ſhall cleerely demonſtrate.» Which Diſcourſe 
though it was never intended to put a Stop to bis Car 
riere, for I had not ſo -much{as.heard of, it till ahout the 
time-of writing this Epijtle ;, but it was only £onpen- 
ded. ta, the Inſpe#ion of an honeſt Judicious Friend, a 
Miniſter 'of the Goſpel in or about London, with 
whom. ] have ſome Acquamtance, and becauſe I would 
nat, leqn too ,much to, my own Underſtanding, . nor yet ree 
ly upon the Judgment of one. ſmgle man in a Matter 
of this Moment, T did deſire it might be imparted to 
ethers alſo. by. him, that they might give their Opinion 


of. it. 
But 


To the Reader: 


But \aſſoon as T heard of this Farious Zealot that he 
had proclaimed the wor Defiance that can be imagi= 
ned, againſt the mayor. part of mankind, and that in ſuch 
peremptory Terms not to be endured by - any . who are 
not void of all Humanity. T could; not be quiet . in 
my Mind, till 1 had cauſed this poor Scout armed ſome 
Months before; to 20. with as much Ffpeed as might be, 
to proclaim the Peace with which I bad Entrufted. it. 
Not but that I like well of . this Doftors Zeal m. tak 
inz men off from their ſinful Security, of which there: 
i. great.need. in this. Generation, ( only we muſt not, 
as good Job adviſeth ns, ſpeak wickedly for God, ) 
but. T utterly. abhor his Wreſtg of. . Holy Scripture” to 
make it a Patron. to his Corrupt Phanſy : He conſi- 
ders not ( poor man ), how much Diſſervice he hath - 
done to Jeſus Chriſt by this Peſtilent Book, nor how. - 
much he hath gratified the Devil by it. His Argus 
ments are generally Yam. and. Childifh, which. T could 
eaſuly make evident : But I doubt not - ſome. that are 
more able. will undertake him, . who with a full ſtrength 
both from Scripture and right Reaſon will ſufficiently 


make - 


To the Reader. 
make the Folly of them manifeſt, nor « it likely he 
ſhould ſcape without a ſevere Check from our. Univer- 
fittes, which Will not, T preſume, fufſer our Church 
and Nation ta he tamely Deluded iz a Point that 
deeply concerns the Honour. of our great Redeemer 
Teſus Chriſt, and that by a French Foremer. 


He is mdeed a Stranger unto me: I knew, T con- 
feſs, one of bis Name about fijty Years paſt, that was 
a Lefturer m a Church near London-Stone, but for 
this Doftor I never ſo much as ſaw him that T knew 
of, nor heard of him, till T heard of this Pampblet 
of his,” fo deſtruftive to the precious Souls of Men, 
and by which T would 1 bal not had the Occaſion 
now to know bim : but knowins him ſo far as T do, 
I wiſh heartily he may have Grace to repent | him of 
this his pernicious Tenet, wherem he utters Words 
borderins upon BlaFþphemy, viz. That what he writes of 
this Subjeft is as great a Trath as any can be m the 
World. Os dnrum, Apage, Rather it may be ſaid 
theye car ſearcely be found a grofſer Untrath than this 
thin be buth now publiſhed ; But as IT have ſaid I 
wiſh 
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wiſh be may repent of it 'by & tianely. Ratrafatjon, of 
it in publick,, that he. may. Wipe. off, that fad Blot 
which : be hath by «« brought wpen. bys'\ Names, and tha 
he may himſelfe' eſcape thereby. the Hazgrd) he is in, 
of running. Hleadlong wito the, ſaqze, Danger hereta.ls 
judges.. many. Mullions "of. Peopte. more dear, (M4 be 
in foods; agcoint_ than=rimfelf, Which Danger. Mi Bagn 
rer, whom he ſo highly Extoks,' yas. careſw,, th. 4p 
for thus be- writeth m the ſecond Part of his De- 
fence of the Principles of Love, Pag. 40. Iconfeſs, 
ſaith he, T Aﬀe& none of the Honour of that Ortho- 
doxneſs which confiſteth in Sentencing Millions, and 
Kingdoms to Hell, whom T am not acquainted with. 

But this Doftors Ambition 4s to be the Chair-man a: 
mongſt all the reſt of theſe Judges of evil Thoughts, 

Viz. to pronounce the Sentence, though the beſt of it 

is, his Sentence will not be Enrolled m Heaven, when 

his Raſhneſs m pronouncing it will, Without Repentance, 

be there upon Record againſt him. He hath likewiſe, 
it ſeems, Ingratiated himſelf with a noble Perſonage to 

Whom hg Dedicates his Book, and Whom he humbly 
Bog? oY lay at her Honours Feet for Proteftion : 
But - 


, \ e1OeT. 
But-it is ſcarce to \be believed that upon #4 diligent 
Searching into the Matter, any of a noble Extraftia 
on, Virtuous Diſpoſition and Chriſtian Education, will fo 
much as Countenance him m this his Unchriſtian Aſſer- 
tion. Nevertheleſs ſhould be fo far prevail with his 
ſly Inſmuations as to obtain a Patronizing of it, |for 
my part my Reſolution ſhall ever be this, Flortear 
Evangelium, ruat Cxlum. | 


Farevwwel. 
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THE 


KINGDOM : 


'YHRIST 


ENLARGED 


Beyond the narrow Bounds, which have 
been wont to be ſet unto it. 


T hath beena Tradition along time among al! ſorts of People 
 Learnedand Unlearned. That becauſe our Lord Jeſus Chriſt 
in his Sermon on the Mount gave ſuch ſtrict Precepts, that 
never any Lawgiver did the like, adding withal a ſevere 
Warning to his Diſciples in theſe words. Enter ye nat _h 
the ſtrait Gate, for wide is the Gate, and broad is the , oy 
Way that leadeth to Deſtruition, and many there be which go 
in thereat. Becauſe ſtrait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way, which 
leadeth unto Life, and few there be that find it. ( Meaning probably 
thereby that they ſhould not take to themſelves that Liberty which 
was commonly uſed by other People in the World, but be very 
exact in obſerving thoſe Rules of an eleyated Nature _—_— 
B a 
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had ſet them. ) That therefore the number of thoſe that ſhall be 
ſaved at the laſt Day is but ſmall, very ſmall ia compariſon of 
thoſe that ſhall be damned in Hell for ever. 

But let us now inquire into this matter : For, though I ſay not 
but that this Warning may have a Meaſure in it Reaching toall, 
who are the tive Diſciples of Chritt to the end of the World, 
yet will it not afford any Warcant for ſuch an Opinion that is here 
derived from it. Neither caa the ſaid Opinion be Juſtified upon 
any I erms. 

Having thus, in ſhort, declared freely my Judgment and Reſoly- 
tion, 1 may ( pollibly } have an Imputation put upon me of a bold 
Singularity. And ſome will be ready toſay, Tx autem, who are 
you that pretend to have more Underſtanding than others, and 
will venture thus to Correct your Elders and Superioars? Burt © 
Benedicite. 1 do not howluever take upon me to Correct Afiomfpicar, 
neither will I, though | be /r Arnbus Aagiſter Quinquizenarins, 
Cenſure magiſterially all thoſe that maintain the ſaid Opinion, bur 
only offer to conſideratigqn my Conceprions upon it; Whercin if 1 
err, | ſhall be willing agd glad to be better Inſtrufted. And fince 
the Church of Eze/and (which is a cheif Pillar and Ground of 
Truth, and which undexGod is my Oracle toguide me in my way 
to Heaven ) hath in bet Articles, the Summary of her Chriſtian 
Profeſſion, left this Point undetermined, we may have a Latitude 
in this caſe, every man to propound his Judgment with Humi- 
lity. 

Firſt then, as for this premiſed Scripture on which the aforeſaid 
Opinion feems to be Gromded;, Dr. Atammond ( whom | men- 
tion, not as if he were to be accounted lafallible, but as one ap- 
proved for Learning and Holineſs; ) He TI ſay, doth not ſtretch it 
ro ſach a Senſe; but in his Paraphrale upon it, rendercth it thus. 
Firſt vpon the thirteenth Verie ( where Chriſt ſpeaking to his Diſ- 
ciples, 1a effect ſaith ) Let all your Care be to (et your lelves upon 
She Chriſtian Courfe, and to zo thorough with it, be it never (© 
Wit, for it is eake to enter up2n a vitions Courſe,and togoathorongh 
that : Multitudes these are, great Store ( both of Jews and Hea» 
a thens, as the faid Author renders it in another place 
caecki, Which pals that way to Etcrnal Deſtruttion. And up- 

on the fourtecuth Veric he addeth to the ſame purpoſe. 
There will be likewiſe all need of your Care, becaule the Entrance 
and whole Courſe of a Chriſtias Life is made of pertect ſtrictneſs, 
is oppoſition > the looicnels of the World, aud that makes io 
many to Choole it —_ 
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And the Leſſon which 1 for my part would learn kerehence, ſhall 
be through Gods Grace, to teach me who will be a Diſciple of 
Chriſt, to be very watchful over my ſelf, that I may be aChriſti- 
an indeed by a ſtrit and ſtraight Conformity to the Rules of our 
Lawgiver, l:ſt if I follow a Multitnde in doing that which is E- 
vil, | may in the end fall into Perdition. Such or the like ute it 
would become us all to make of theſe Words, rather than by an 
unwarrantable Interpretation of them, to intrude our ſelves into 
the Juſtice-Seat of the great and Omnipotent God, taking upon us 
the boldneſs to Judge before the time, as if aliberty were allowed 
thereto from this Scripture, which upon a due Search into it, we 
ſhall find, yet further, that it intcndeth no ſuch matter; for lct it 
be conſidered, 

Seeing, we are not now under the ſevere Tutoring of that Ri- 
gid Schoolemaſter, the Law, but under the calme and gentle Dil- 
penſationsof Grace, or ( as my aforeſaid excellent Doctor renders 
It in his Paraphraſe upon Rom. 6. 1.4. ) not under the weak unefh. 
cacious Pedagogy of the Law, which could only forbid Sin and de- 
nounce Judgment, but never ycild any man hope of Mercy or a- 
mendment, but under a Kingdom of Grace, where there is Par- 
don for Sin upon Repentance. Scing | ſay it is ſo, we may be well 
aſſured that the way of teaching the Doctrine of Salvation is to be 
by the ſwecr and peaceable Sada of the Goſpel, Which certain- 
ly is moſt prevailing to lead men to Repentance. Unlikely there- 

ore is it that Chriſt himſelf, now at his firſt entrance upon his 
Work, which the Father had appointed him to do for the Salvation 
of the World, would begin with ſuch Terror as to preach Dam- 
nation to the greateſt part of mankind, which certainly he did, if 

he ſaid that few ſhall be ſaved by him, and that it was ſo decreed b 
the eternal Counſel of Heaven ( as it is likewiſe pretended by thoſe 
that are for this deſtructive Opinion ;) we have heard otherwiſe out 
of the Goſpel, that when Chriſt began to Preach, he ſaid, repent, 
for the Kingdom of Heaven is at hand. Thus he began, and fo he 
continued, giving it in charge allo to his Diſciples that they ſhould 
preach the ſame Dottrine, which without doubt ſignified that in all 
places, and among all Pcople where they were to come, the World 
ſhould know, there isa poſlibility of Salvation, upon Repentance, 
for thern all. For let me ask what is this Gate, and what is this way 
that leadcth to Life, but Chriſt himſelf ? 1am the Door ( faith he 
John 10. 9g. ) By me if any man enter in, he ſhall be ſaved; And a- 
gain ( Fohn 14. 6. ) I am the Way, no man can come to the Father, 
but by me. And is this Gate fo ſtrait, and this way fo narrow an 
B 2 ew 
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tewcan go inthe one, or enter in at the other? It cannot enter in- 
t2 my Heartto imagine, let all the World ſay the contrary, but 
that the Righteouſneſs of Chriſt is ſufficient to Juſtifie all mankind, 
yea that the major part of mankind ſhall be ſaved by him. 
Ir isa ſaying worthy of all Acceptation, that Jeſus Chriſt came 
into the World to fave Sinners; And doth he now ſay that few 
ſhall be ſaved by him? What a Diſhonour muit this be both to him, 
and to his Father that ſent him ? Yea, did he come to deſtroy 
the Works of the Devil, as became the Captain of our Salvation, 
and can the Devil Immure himſelf {till in his Works and ſtrong 
Holds, ſo asto be able to draw, yea to drive the greateſt part of 
the World under his Power for ever ? T his unavoidably muſt be 
- granted, if that Opinion be truc, v4z. Becauſe Chriſt hath ſaid, 
{trait is the Gate, and narrow is the Way that leadeth unto 
Life, cs. Few thercfore ſhall be ſaved. Theſe things conſidered 
we mult necellarily render ſome other account of theſe Words, 
than hath been wont to be given of them; For, certain it is, the U- 
ſualSenſe carryeth with it ſuch a Sound of Horrour, as 1s utterly 
inconſiſtent with the Nature of God, the Merits of Chrilt, and 
the glaC Tidings of the Goſpel, as may be here ſccn at large in the 
purſuance of this Diſcourſe. 

Firſt then, this caution of Chriſtian Stritneſs and Difficulty 
ſcems to be a Branch of that great Law of Equity written by the 
Evargeliſt in the Words immediately before, which mult reach tv 
our very Enemies, as appears Luke 6.27. 31. Where this Rule 1s 
alſo preſcribed, viz. As ye would that men ſhould do wito yeu, do ye 
«ſo to them likewiſe. APrecept it is, very difficult to corrupt Na- 
ture, and the broad Road which is contrary thercto, is the Com- 
mon walk of worldly minded Men, who are not willing to cnter 
into:any Courſe that may not agree with their Humour, Intereſt, 
and Advantage ; Which Road Chriſt would have all his Diſciples, 
to the end of the World, carefully to hun. 

2. The Word on which is ſct in the beginning of this four. 
tcenth Verſe, is not always Contwttio Cuſalis, but ſometimes 1s a 
Note of Interrogation, or admiration, as it may be here £7 av! 4 
muy, Cs. How ſtraits the Gate, aid how 1arr ow us the Way that 
leaderh to Life, and how ſew there be that find it? And accordingly 
our Tranflators, as doubting of the Cungruity of their Word 
( becauſe ) have in Read of xt ſet inthe Margine the Word ( How ) 
Which clearly hignihes, they, were not fo poſitive in their Determi- 
nation here, asthcy were betore ip the other Clauſe of the widc 
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3. It is obſervable that Chriſt himſelf varyeth his Words here 
when he ſpeaks of the ſtrait Gate and narrow way, from what he 
had ſaid of the wide Gate and broad Way ; he faith not here of 
the ſtrait Gate, few there be that go in thereat, for then indeed 
there had been ſome Colour for this Opinion of the ſmall number 
of thoſe that ſhall he ſaved. No, but few there be that find it. 
And what finding is this? The original Word Eve oxorrrs ſignifies 
there are but few in the World that are ſo wiſe as they ſhould be 
to come to the true knowledg and underſtanding of it, meaning 
without the guidance of Gods graciousand good Spirit, none ſhall 
ever find it. For | 

4. This Caution muſt be underſtood according to the Tenour o® 
the Goſpel, even as all the ſtrilt and elevated Precepts, which Chriſt 
hcre giveth to his Diſciples are, viz. With a Reſtriction to the 
Grace of God, fo far as they concern thoſe that are Ingerelled in 
this Grace; And they are raiſed up to ſuch aheight to this very 
end, that Grace might be the more exalted thereby. 

True it is there is another reaſon beſides this of the ſtrictneſs in 
Chriſts Doctrine, which is this. Our beloved Saviour knowing the 
Jews, and among themeſpecially the Scribes and Phariſces ( of whom 
he ſpeaks expreſly, Chap. 5. 20.) to be pertinacioutly ſet upon 
the bare Letter of the Law, and perceiving that his Doctrine would 
be cavilled at by them, as not agreeable to that Law. Firſt that 
he might take away Occaſion frum thoſe that deſired Occaſion, he 
lath plainly he came not to deſtroy the Law or the Prophets, but 
to fulhl; And after that, to ſhew the Vanity of their Pretenſions 
to the Law, he givesthe right Senſe of ſeveral of theſe Laws, far 
ſurpaſſing the ſlender and jcjune Imaginations of thoſe Hlegal Ex: 
politers of it. As namely, what is meant by the Law againſt kil 
ling, what of that concerning Adultery, what of Swearing; what 
of loving our Neighbour, cc. In all which he far tranſcends thoſe 
proud Boaſters of the Law, railing it up to that Elevation which 
the Lawgiver God himſclf intended by it: And conſequently itwas 
necellary for theſe who would ſct up the Righteouſneſs of the Law 
Cif it were but in a Rivallity with him ) to hear how ſtrait the 
Gatc ſhould be, and how narrow the way that leadeth to Life,and 
ow few thould find it. 

Burt to his Diſciples his Doctrine hath another Leſion; all what- 
ſocver he had ſaid, or whatſoever he will ſay is to be underſtood ac- 
cording to the. Terms of the new Covenant;. which he came to Seal 
and eſtabliſy, For as he came not to-deſtroy the Law or: the Pro» 
phets, ſomuch 1zls did he come to alter, cr to digreſſe from the 
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order and method of Salvation, which he had received from the 
Father, that is, to ſave all thoſe that repent and beleive. This is 
the irreverſible Law of Heaven, nor was there any Word ever 
came out of the Mouth of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt contradictory 
thereunto. This Sermon, as it is commonly called, which he 
Preached on the Mount, muſt nut be ſtretched to far in the leaſt 
Particle of it, as to fruſtrate tiat Grace whereof he is, by Order 
and Decree from the Father to be, by the Holy Ghoſt, the ſole 
Diſpenſer and Adminiſtrator. 

Aveay then with all that ſeeming Zeal which putteth Chriſt ont 
of his Office, as this undoubtedly doth which wreſteth theſe words 
of his to ſuch a ſiniſter Senle, as1s here declared. We ( alas ) con- 
ſider not what Wrong we do unto our ſelves thereby, for what 
are we, the beſt of us all, without Chriſt ? what, but nothing ? 
Without him we can do nothing, without him we can hope for no- 
thing. But as the Holy Apoltle ſaid, fo may every true Beleiver 
ſay, I can do all things through Chriſt that ſtrengthens me, | can en- 
ter in at this ſtrait Gate, I can go upright and lafely in this narrow 
way, which how ſtrait and narrow loever it be to impenitent Sin- 
ners, or to thole that are pattcd up with their own Home-ſpun 
Rightcouſineſs, I ſhall, I doubt not, find eaſfie and ſweet to ny c- 
verlaſting Happineſs, though all the Powers of Hell ſtood in my 
Way to hinder me. 

So then, Ict this Gate be ſtrait, and this Way narrow, yet by 
Gods Grace, and the ſpecial Aſſiſtance of Chriſts Spirit, many ſhall 
find it, and not only ſo, but go in thereat. 

5- Our Saviour himlclf who is the beſt Interpreter of his own 
Words, doth refer it ( as he doth other of his Sayings of the ſame 
Kind v. 9. Mat.20.16. Luk.12.32. Lrh.13.24. ) not to the Pauci- 
ty of the Veſlels of Gods Mercy which he had Prepared unto Glo- 
ry, but to the ſmall number of Belciving Jews at his firſt coming vn- 
to them. | 

That this may be made evident, let us ſingle ont the laſt cited 
place of Scripture, viz, Luk. 13. 24. ( as being molt pertinent 
10 the inatter in hand ) there doth Chriſt ſeem to declare his Senſe 
in this particelar, repeating the very Words which he ſpake to his 
Diſciples on the Mount. Str:ve, faith he, ro enter in at the ſtreight 
Gate, for many 1 ſay unto you will ſeck,_to enter in, and ſhall not be able. 
It is an Anſwer ( weſee ) given to a Queſtion put by one ( a Few) 
about the number of thoſe that ſhall be ſaved, Lord ( ſaith be ) are 
there few that ſhall be ſaved ? To which Queſtion, no doubt, Chriſt 
could have given him a punctual Anſwer, for he knoweth his _ 
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fuch as are his Called and Choſen, and Faithful, being all written 
in his Book of Life, he could therefore have reſolved him whether 
they ſhall be few or many. But inſtead of ſuch an Anſwer, he 
puts the Queſtioniſt upon his Duty, ſtrive ( ſaith he) to enter in 
2t the ſtreight Gate, &c. Which is ( as a good Author gloſleth up- 
on it ) intended to this purpoſe ; You demand of me, whether few 
ſhall be Saved, but Iadmoniſh you not to trifle away time in ſuch 
Queltions, but letthere be a holy Contention among you with all 
fpeed tocnter in at the Door of my Goſpel, for the time is but ſhort 
in which you bave a Capacity of Faith to obtain the Kingdom of 
God. For when the Goſpel ſhall be taken from you becaule of 
your Unbeleif, you ſhall find how few of you will be in a State of 
Salvation. Now the Remiſineſs and untowardnefſs of this Jewiſh 
People was fo great that few of them did Beleive the Goſpel, and 
therefore few of them at Chriſts firſt Manifeſtatiou in the Flclh did 
enter ir by the true Gate, that is Jeſus Chriſt. 

And that theſe Words of the ſtreight Gate and narrow Way, 
and of the tmall number that finds it, were directed tothe Contem- 
porary Jews, isevident alſo by the Apology which thoſe Jews ſhall 
make for themfelves at the laſt Day ( as Chriſt toretold them in 
theſe Words ,) then { meaning when the Door 1s ſhut, the Day of 
Grace paſt ) ſhall ye beginto lay, We have Eaten and Drauken in thy 
Preſence, and thou haſt Taught in our Streets ; Which Apology ne- 
vertheleſs ſhould do them no good at all, for they that Delpiſed 
him here, he will not own them then, but he will bid them depare 
from him. Yea and that which tollows ( ver. 29. ) ligniftes the 
lamething, v:2- They ſhall come from the Eaſt and from the Weſt, 
and from the North, axd from the South, and ſhall ſit down in the King- 
dom of God, Implying that though but few Jews < So al- 
ſo is it underſtood by another good Writer | ſhould re- = - __- 
ceive the Faith, yet Diſciples ſhall come to Chriſt from * 
all Quarters of the World, and by him be received and entertain- 
ed as at a Fealt, 

This Scripture then doth notat all countenance that Opinion of 
the fewnels of thole that ſhall be ſaved at the laſt Day. Or fay, 
the number of them ſhall be by many Millions, as it is commonly 
_ leſs then of thoſe that ſhall be caſt into outer Dark- 
nels. 

Which Opinion I ſhall now more at large examine, and try whe- 
ther 1t hath any agreement with the Analogy of Faith, or may pre- 
ponderate that right Reaſon which can be alleged againſt ir. Which 


of the Creeds is it that hath eyer been maintaincd in the Church that 
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gives the leaſt notice of it? What General Council in all their 
Decrees or Canons make the leaſt mention of. it ! Among all the 
Conteſlions, Proteſtations, Declarations of the Chriſtian Faith, 
wherein the Reiormed Churches of Chriſt in theſe latter days have 
Harmoniouſly agreed, where can any Title be found (1 fay not Ex- 
pr 9poſito, but as Collaterally ) referring unto it? To alledge the 
common Conſent of particular Perſons that maintain it, is of no 
Force, for what would that be, but to ſer up meer humane Di- 
ctates for our Rule, as if they were Oracles Intallible, and of equal 
Authority with the Holy Word of God? ( which yet neither is 
to he yeilded ro Creeds, nor to general Councils, nor to publick 
Confeſſions of Faith ) we are to call no man Maſter upon Earth in 
matters of Eternal Salvation ) So hach our Maſter in Heaven gi- 
ven us a Charge; And ſhould any one now in this Generation man- 
c:pate his Judgment to the Arbitrary Opinions of his fore-Fathers 
(which is and hath been Decrycd ſufficiently } or of the times where- 
1a heliveth ( whichdeſerves as mnch to be condemned, }) Doth he 
not digreſs from the Rule, and diſobey the Command that our faid 
Maſtcr hath ſet us? 

But let me not be miſunderſtood, 1 do not in the leaſt detract 
from Creeds, or Councils, or Conſtitutions and Canons of Chur- 
ches ( enacted for publick Order or any other common Good } that 
Reſpect and Honour which is due unto them, neither 1s this laſt 
Warning premiſed, as if I would Dictator-like, impole upon any a 
neceſſity of Subſcribing to me in this preſent Debate ( unleſs they 
{ec juſt Cauſe and cannot avoid it. ) It is indeed torender a Reaſon 
why 1 diſſent from others in it (as we are commanded in Holy Scrip- 
ture ) deſiring alſo that a Liberty be granted unto me, which eve- 
ry man may challenge to make uſe of his Aſterick or Yer# in 
things that are bar circumſtantial and undetermined. As ſeemeth 
20041 unto him. 

Nor can a Diſcourſe upon this Subject be accounted a nice Curi- 
olity, the Glory of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt our great Redecmer be- 
inz concerned in it. And it muſt be acknowledged to be very 
Veer and Right, and our bounden Duty to Aſcribe unto Chriſt all 
the Honour that can poſſibly be imagined by us ( whether it be by 
C:ircumſtaatial, 'or by Fundamental, or by Rational Deductions of 
[ruth ) all, 1 ſay, which may be without wrong to Divine Jultice : 
And fince it hath pleaſed God to bruiſe him, and to put him to 
Greit, whenhe hath in a quiet Submiſſion to the Will of his Father, 
made his Soul an Offering for Sin, that is, for the Sin of the 
\Vorll; Whoamong us can chuſe but ſay, Let him by ſeing - 
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Seed enjoy the Travel of his Soul, without any leſſening of his Delight 
and Content therein, that he may be ſatisfied. ( Ef. 53.10.11.) 

Whereas therefore it is commonly ſaid that few ſhall be layed. 
Firſt, 1 grant that in ſome Senſe this Aſſertion is not to be denied; 
few they may be of what number ſocver in reſpect of Gods Mer- 
cies, Which are infinite, and who would have 2ll to be ſaved; few 
alſo in reſpeCt of Chriſt s Merits which are ſufhcient to obtain Sal- 
vation for the whole World were it Multiplied into Millions. But 
fince the Holy Spirit of God in Scripture hath ſaid of Gods Elett 
that they ſhall be as the Stars of Heaven for Multitude, andas the 
Sand of the Sca that cannot be meaſured nor numbered, and that 
the Multitude Cloathed with white Robes, having Palmes in their 
Hands was ſo great that no man could number ( which large expret- 
ſions we no where tind to be uſed whcnſoever mention 1s made of 
thoſe that ſhall Periſh, but only it is ſaid of them, they ſhall be 
many. ) Since it is ſo, 1 would, for my part rather joyn with thole 
who dare not affirm that they ſhall be few in compariſon of thoſe 
that ſhall be calt into Hell. Fearing that ſuch a Concluſion will be fo 
fac from exalting Chriſt's Merits that it will mach diſhonour them, 
yea and ſo far from magnifying Gods Juſtice ( as it pretendeth ) that 
it will detract from it. 

Which Word though it may ſound ſtrangely to ſome, yet isthere 
noStrangene!ſs between it and Truth. Trae it is, Divine Juſtice 
mult be ſatisfied before any of the Sweet and Reviving Iniluences 
of Mercy could have fallen upon the Children of Men, and as true 
is it that the Satisfation which Chriſt hath made for the Sin of the 
World, hath been more powerful to appeaſe Gods diſpleaſure a- 
gainſt the World for Sin, and to bring many Souls out ot the Snare 
of the Devil unto Glory, than Sin could be able in its moſt deadly 
Venome todeſtroy, or, than that Satisfaction can be which ſhall c- 
ver be giving by thoſe who are doom'd toeverlaſting Fire, but ne- 
ver be finiſhed - For in this is only creature-Satisfaction, but in the 
other Divine. 

Upon the account of which full Satisfaftion being foreſcen and 
predetermined by the wiſe Counſel of Heaven to be paid tothe ut- 
rermoſt, Mercy even at the Inftant of mans Reſtauration from his 
Fall, beganher Triumphin the bebalf of her dear Purchace rejoy- 
cing againſt Judgment, looking upon him that was to be the Exe- 
cutioner of it, that is, the Devil, with infinite Diſdain, And 
that her Joy might be full, the World was by Gods Decree to be 
brought under her Protection for the Sake and Safety of her Belo- 
ved Children; her Children, I ſay, the Fruit and Offpring of Di- 
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vine Grace, which is and ever was ( as we may Read Pſ. 110.3,» 
more fertile than the Womb of the Morning that ſpreads her Iſſue 
overall the Earth. | 

Let Mercy then Triumph, as ſhe well deſerveth : And how ſhall 
her Triumph be profited, if her Enemy be permitted to carry cap- 
tive after himat his will, the greateſt number of thoſe that have been 
deluded by him? That her Triumph therefore might be the more 
Glorious, when in Juſtice God might have Condemned all to eyerla- 
ſting Death, he left ſome to ſuffer according to their Demerits, but 
dclivered more up into the Armes of Mercy to be ſaved; and how 
ele ſhould the Merit of our great Redeemer Jeſus Chriſt prevaile 
moreabundantly to fave ( as the Apoſtle argueth the cale, Rom. 5. 
15. &c.) than the Sin of Adam was to bring Death and Deſtructi- 
on upon himlelt and all his Poſterity ? 

The great Objection that can be here caſt in, is that the major 
part of the Workd are and have always been Aliants from the Cove- 
uant of Promiſe. 

Which, though itſhould be granted, yet will it not become us 
to determine of their final Eſtate, fo as to judge them to Eternal 
Perdition. For as the Heavens are higher than the Earth, fo are 
Gods ways higher than our ways, and his Thoughts than our 
Thoughts. 

It is his good Plcaſure ( we commonly ſay ) to fave Infants of be. 
tkeiving Parents, who never came under the Guilt of any actual Sin, 
though they cannot ( according to the Tenour of the Goſpel ) lay 
hold upon Chriſt by Faith; yea though they ſhould ſuddenly or o- 
therwiſe by ſome caſvalty, die unbaptiſed ( unlels we will beleive 
| as the Church of Rome Beleives: that there 1s a Limbs Þyfantum 
where they are ſhut up for ever, feparatcd from the Joys of Hea- 
venand the Pains of Hell. ) And fuch as are Invincibly Ignorant, as 
[deots and born Changelings, and thoſe that cannot hear nor ſpeak, 
nor underſtand, being born Deaf and wanting ſuch latelleCtuals as 
are proper to Rational Creatures ; yet theſe we areapt charitably 
to beicive may alſo wn ob/fanre be in a State of Salvation. And, [ 
beſeech you, may not-the Wiſdom of the Omnipotent God have its 
free Liberty to Act, and his Grace to operate in a way beyond 
our Apprehenſion for the Salvation-of many of thote who are yet 
Strangers unto him ? by bringing them ſooner or later intothzBond 
of the Covenant, in ſuch.a kind and 1namner, and by ſuch means as 
all ſcem good unto him ? yea and without means too ? For this is 
tis Perogative, who hath ſaid, I will be Gracious to whom 1 will be 
Graciovs, andl will hew Mexcyto whom I will ſhew Mercy. 
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It muſt be granted, the Devil hath, by Gods Permiſſion, pre- 
vatled much to draw the greateſt part of the World into moſt abu- 
minable Idolatries, &c. and conſequently intoa State of Condem- 
nation. But we mult ever remember, itis God that Governs the 
World, and that he will not allow a Scrutiny to be made by vs in- 
to the Secret of his Soveraignty, or that we ſhould be buſily laqui- 
ſitive, why he ſuffercth ſo great a part of mankind to abide ſolong, 
during many Generations, in the Region of Darkneſs, and in the 
Shadow nf Death; In ſo doing we ſhall but ſhew our ſelyes to be 
ungovernable under him : That which ſhould ſatisfic us is this,v:z. 
The Government he manageth by his Incomprehenlible Witdom, 
Power, and Goodneſs, according to the Counſel of his own Will 
( for he is Sus 7uris abſolute in his Power, ) and for the advantage 
and advancement of the Kingdom of his dearly beloved Son; and 
this I preſume will be acknowledged by all. 

For us then to conclude the final Reprobation of whole King- 
doms and Nations under this Divine Government, becauſe their 
preſent Infidelity is not reſtrained by the wiſe Providence of God, 
which ruleth in theſe Kingdoms of men, whats this, but to ſet Li- 
mits tothe glorious and boundleſs Attributes of the moſt high in 
the Exerciſe of his Government ? or to tell him, in effect, he muſt 
cverlaſtingly condemn all theſe Aliants that are not acquainted with 
his Goſpel, clic bis Government fails in the Adminiſtration of 
IT. 

Isit fit for us ( Poor Worms ) to diſpute thus of Gods Arcana 
Imperic? rather ſhould we humbly adore the Infinite Wiſdom of 
our Governour, and confeſs his Judgments to be Unſearchable, and 
that his Ways are paſt finding out. Whats know we but that God 
who can bring Light out of Darkneſs, and Good out of Evil,may 
righteoufly confound his Enemy the great Prince of Darkneſs ( who 
hath brought all this Miſchief into the World } even in his great- 
clt Strength, and in the thing wherein he hath dealt proudly, ſhew 
that he will be above him ? 

Such a Reflexion as this would ( ſurely )) better become us than 
by an Audacious Argning to charge God fooliſhly ( which though 
it be not uttered in Termixis, yet hath our Pragmatical medling 
with Gods Government ſuch a Senſe in it; ) or in our haſt, uncha- 
ritably to Condemn the greateſt part of mankind (aud that by Vir- 
tue of Gods Decree, as 1s likewiſe pretended ) to everlaſting Fire, 
and in it to remedileſs Torments. 

Let this then be another Conſideration which may lay a Reſtraint 
upon us, to keep us from the too common Arrogancy of fenten- 
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cing millions of millions, &c. of our own Fleſh and Blood to Hell, 
viz, Weare tolet Godalone to govern the World, for the King- 
domis the Lords, and he it is who is the Governour among the 
Nations ( P/. 22. 18. ) God is not the God of the Jews. only. 
Hath he the ordering of them alone? ( It was ſpoken. when the 
Jews were Gods ScleCted People) 1s he not of the Genriles alſo ! mean- 
ing doubtleſs at large all-the World over. Yes, ( faith the Apoſtle 
( Rom. 3. 29.) And fo ought we to ſay, yes) of theGentiles alſo, 
- =_ Nation or Language ſocyer they be in any part of the 
or 

Add hereto, the Converſionsof men are not all after one ſort : 
Ordinarily ( indeed) they are wrought by. the Preaching of the- 
Goſpel: But high time it is for us to learn that the Grace and 
Goodneſs of Ged towards men hath not becn ſo Limited. Many In- 
ſtances are given us by approved Writers, how to men that ſatc- 
in the darkneſs of Sinand Error,Light hath otherwayes ſprung up : 
ſometimes by AMiCtions only, ſometimes by Voices from Heaven, 
Lometimes by Viſions and. other gracious Diſpenſations of Gods. 
good Proylence. 

One there was of late who at his Death. vowed openly he had 
learned more good Touching his Soul in a dark hole within the 
Tower of London in a few Days, than ever he coukl in his Life, 
when he was in-Light and Liberty abroad. But what ſpeak | of 
one, when ſucha Mercy hath been common to many other, even in 
our Days? Frequently hath this work of extraordinary Grace been 
wrought upon men in former times to their Converſion. St, Aw- 
g4/tine by a Voice from Heaven, viz. Take up and Read. take up and 
Read, was directcd tothat Sentence. ( Rom. 13.13.) Not in Rioting 
and Drunixnneſs, nos in Chambering and Wantonneſs, &c. and was 
thereby brought to a Sight of his. formes Vanities. When Juſtin 
artyr ſaw the innocent Chriſtians after their landerous and falſe 
Traducements carrycd to their Deaths, patient and joyful that they 
were thought worthy to ſuffer for the Name of Chriſt; he himſelf 
faith in his Apology to the Emperor Antonin; that it occationed 
his Converſion being before a Heathen. 

Many Inſtances might be produced of the Converſions.of men 
which by ſtrange and -wonderful means were brought to pals. Bur 
| ſhould fall into a T*etcqov if I ſhould here render them as they 
z7e related by good Authors - Iris ſufficient they are well known 
inthe World, not to be vaine Romances, but real Truths. But 
fromthence we may ſafely inferr, if God hath been ſo gracious to 
tiole that are without as to give them knowledg of his. Salvation, 
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According to the good Pleaſure of his Will C for is it not lawful 
for him to do what he will with his owne ? ) how can we ſay 
without a Phariſaical Arrogancy that they ſhall all Periſn for ever 
in their Infidelity ? who among us have known the mind of the 
Lord? who among us have becn his Counſellors? are not theſe 
People ( how ſtrange ſoever they may ſeemunto us) =_ from 
the ſame Rootwith us ? are they not tempered of the ſame Mold ? 
are not their Heads upwards towards Heaven, as the Heads of 0- 
ther Men ? nay are they not made after the Image of God even as: 
we? and donot the creatures ( Craſſiorrs Luti) at the very fight 
of their bodily Preſence among them diſcerne ſomewhat in them 
of their Creator more than is in themſelves, which forceth them 
toa Subjection ? hath not God. given a natural Excellency to theny 
(1f not Superiour, yet) equal to that whatſoever it be, where- 
inwe Pride our Sclves, as it we had not received it? we know the 
Parable ( Mar. 20.) I will faith the Maſter of the Vineyard, and- 
I will faith God, give unto this laſt even as unto thee, which may: 
Reach to Spiritual Endowments as well as to. natural: 

To conclude this Argument, as the Converſions of men are 
not all afrer- one ſort, ſo probable it is, becauſe God is Rich in 
Mercy, and Deligtteth in mercy, that millions of men in the 
darkeſt corners of the Earth may bave ſome Diſpenfations of his 
Grace and Goodnels to their Souls by ſeveral ways: Inveſtigable to 
us ( ſo is the Apoſtles word ) as may, if not intheir life time, yer 
at their departure out of this World, be ſufficient for their Salva- 
tion. 

Again God doth not require in all, who are ordained to Eter- 
nal Lite, the ſame Degree of Faith and Holineſs and Mortification- 
Foras he hath ſome who grow up Gradatim to a full Stature in 
Chriſt, ſo hath he others thatare but Babes, who though they be 
Adulti, men well grown 1n years, yet when they depart ont of this 
Life, may be faid without a Moſes, yea or an Hyperbole, to die 
ia their Infancy. And he hath ſaid that he will not any of his lir- 
tle ones ſhould Periſh, Nor hath he ſet any certain time for tho 
converſion of men, but,as it is in the Goſpel,ſome are called at the 
third Hour, fome at the ſixth and ninth Houres, and ſome ar tlic 
eleventh Hour;..even when they have ſpert the wholeday of their 
Age in the idle Services of the World, and idolatrous- Service of 
the Devil, they may through Grace, have the Penny of- eternal 
Life given them, as well as thoſe who have born the Burden and 
heat of the Day in the Serviceof God: Mercy may come upon the 
Wing to a pooas Soul ready to:periſh, Lvter Pontem et Fomens ( as the 
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proverb is) between the Bridge and the Brook. Iam fonnd of 
them that. ſought menot ſaith the Lord ( Ef. 65. 1. ) I ſaid be» 
hold me, behold me, unto a Nation that was not called by my 
Name, and again ( Hef. 1. 10) Inthe place where it was ſaid un- 
to them, ye are not my People, there it ſhall be ſaid unto them, ye 
are the Sons of the living God. 

I know well, theſe and the like gracious Words in Scripture 
rcfer to the calling of the Gentiles in general, whom upon the 
rejection of the Jews God would 'frecly take into his Covenant, 
and make thoſe among them that will hearken to the Voice of his 
Word and Spirit his beloyed Children, as dear unto him as ever 
the Jews were. But it is not to be doubted: but that they may have 
a meaſure reaching to particular Perſons abiding in their Ignorance 
and Infidelity. 

We (it's true) who are the Baptized of the Lord, and focal- 
led with an holy calling-into his Church, have realon to make our 
boaſt of God all the day long, and with all due Thanktfulncls to 
acknowledge his goodneſs in ſeparating us from the World, and 
revealing to us the miſtery off the Goſpel : yer doth not our judg- 
ing to Hell whole Kingdoms of People that are Strangers to us, 
become us atall, as being too bold an lotruftion'into Gods Prero- 
gative, for quis novit Senſum Domini ? (1 ſay again) who hath 
known the Mind of the Lord? or who among us have becn his 
Counlellours ? 

Nay 1s it imaginable that the Father of Mercies who is ( ashe 
is called Wifd. 11. 23. 26.) q1i\dwxG-, a lover of Soules, 
whole delight hath been, and till is to be with the Children of 
men ( Pro. 8. 31.) ſhould endure the great Enemy of Mankind 
( whole enmity againſt us is the greater becauſe of Gods goodneſs 
unto us)to drive headlong to eternal Perdition an innumerable Mul- 
titude of precious Souls made after the Image of God, the leaft 
whereof isof more value than all the World, though the Sun, 
the Moon, and all the Starrs be put into the Ballance againſt 
Ta 

If thenthis our gracious and merciful and almighty God is pleaſed 
to incerpoſe his Power aud Goodneſs in ſaving the Souls that 
{hou]d not die, pulling them as Brands out of the Fire, may we 
110t have good reaſon to beleive that the Number of them is not 
! all, yea thatit may excecd the number of thoſe, who for the 
2lory ot his Juſtice are left to periſh in their Infidelity ? becaule 
't is written his Mercics arc over, or upon all his Workes, but 
£pecially upon the Souls of men, of which he accounteth it a 
part 
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rt of hisGlory that he is the Creatour ( Ef. 57. 15. ) and be- 
cauſe it is not his Anger, but his Mercy, his Mercy, his Mercy 
that endureth for ever. 

True it is likewiſe God hath had a Church in this World, evcr 
fince he made a Covenant with Abraham, if not before, and fo will 
kaveto theendof it, till his holy Purpoſe and Decree be fully ac- 
compliſhed in the Salvation of all his Elect, and this vilible Church 
he hath thus built and eſtabliſhed for excellent Ends and glorious 
Deſigns, according to his infinite Wiſdom, viz. 

1. That his Name may be here publiquely and Solemnely called' 
upon in the World. 

2. That his beloved Son, in whom he is well pleaſed, may as 
a Prince and a Saviour be exalted among the Children of men. 

3. That his People, who are alſo dear unto him, and are 0- 
lemnely contratted in covenant with him, may here live toge- 
ther in Unity, Peace, and Love, whereby they may in ſome mea- 
ſure be Inured to that perfedt State of Life which is to come, and 
whercto it ſhall pleaſe God to bring them, 

4. That his great Wiſdom in finding out away to ſaye man- 
kind might be publickly made known to the World. 

5- Finally that the Powers of Hell may publickly alſo be difap- 
pointed and counterwrought in thcir Projects and Machinations 
which they deviſe againlt his Crown and Dignity, and againſt the 
glorious work of Redemption which hath been accompliſhed 1a 
the Earth. 

[t is likewiſe commonly ſaid that as of old all the World pefiſh- 
ed in the Flood of Waters, who were not in the Ark ; So out of 
the Church there can be no Salyation for any. Nevertheleſs we are 
not to ſet Bounds to this Church, otherwife than God hath ap- 
pointed, and the Bounds that be hath ſer are determined vpoz 
thoſe Perſons of what Nation, or Country, or kindred ſoever they 
are, whom he hath choſen to be Heirs of Salvation, unknown 
nnto vs (for it is the Inviſible Clurch which will prove to 
be Chriſts Spouſe in the end..) As for vs, I fay again, upon whom 
God hathin the Face of the World, written his new Name, we 
muſt wait upon him in his own way ſet before us, that is, in adi- 
tizent uſe of his ordeined means for Salvation, and woe will be to 
ns if we neglect them ; but undoubtedly the Grace of God is not 
io ſtraitned, ncither is his- Word hound ( 2. Tim. 2, 9g.) but it 
ſhall run and be glorified in; all places of his Dominion without 
Gontroul: The great -God- hath aw abſolute: ſoveraignty over all 


his poor. Creatures, is free to do unto them; and with them what- 
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ſoever he pleaſeth by the liberty of his own Will, as to create them 
at ſirſt with one ſingle Far fo to uphold them, yea to ſave them 
by the Word of his Power, and with alook ( as he did upon Pe- 
ter) torednce thoſe thatare gone aſtray from him. And as he is 
not tyed with any Popilh or Pelagian Thongs of neceſlity, congru- 
ity, or condiguity, ſo neither is his Preſence ſhut up in any Dona- 
tiſtical Limits, or Anahaptiſtical Conventicles, nor 1s his Church 
bounded within the marches of any, or of all the Kingdoms or 
Countreys which are uſually called by the Name of Chriltcndome, 
be it Italy, Spain, France, Germany, England, Scotland, Ge. But 
it ſhall break forth on the right hand, and on the left ( io faith 
the evangelical Prophet E/. 54. ) and her Seed ſhall inherit the 
Gentiles whereſoever they be, and make the deſolate Cities, even 
the moſt Barbarous in the World to be inhabited with thole that 
ſhall be Heirs of Salvation : for ( as the ſaid Prophets words are ) 
the Delolate hath many more Children, than ſhe that hath an 
Husband, that is, than ſhe that was ſolemaly contracted to the 
Lord by a matrimonial, that is,eccleſiaſticab Covenant. 

But ſkould any now be deſirous to ſee this ſecret Indulgence of 
God towards his poor Creatures exemplified at large out of Scrip- 
tnre, or to behold it commonly produced into Act before their 
Eyes, I muſt tell them that were it commonly Viſible, it would not 
be accounted Secret ; but Secret it muſt be, that the Ocder which 
by the divine Wiſdom 1s appointed in the Church, for the conver- 
ſion of Sinners unto God, and for building up his People in their 
moſt holy Faith, may not ſuffer any prejudice by an ordinary vari- 
ation from it, nor be leſs eſteemed by us, as in all likelihood it 
would, if we could trace the Footſteps of Gods grace and good- 
neſs in this kind, nevertheleſs ſome ſuch Examples 1 thall produce 
for their full Satisfaction in the Sequel of this Diſcourſe. Let that 
which we read in the 87th. Pſalme {uffice for the preſent to give 
us ſome notice hereof. 

There we find, if we will underſtand, how graciouſly God will 
be pleaſed to deal with a People, who by their continued Aberra- 
tions from his righteous Law are eſtranged from him. When the 
Prophet ( whoever he was )) hadſaid, glorious things are ſpoken 
of thee thon City of God, he preſently addeth 1 will make mention 
of Rh and Babylon, behold Philiſtia and Tyre with Ethiopia and 

| what mention ( alas ) can be made of Ezype (called 

- — * Rahab) or Babylon, and the reſt as they are there joyned 
ye 4; together, all of them Chips of the old Chammiſh Block, 
meſs it be of their Enmity againſt God and his Church ? or ” 
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tell how foulely Polluted they were with moſt odious Abominatt- 
ons? Well, let it be fo, yeteven this miſcrably deprayed People 
ſhall alſo helpto build up Sw and make it Glorious : Multitudes 
thall be born there, who ſhall be free of the Foundation built up- 
on the holy Mountains, and the Lord ( faith the Prophet ) will 
account of them as his freeborn when he writcth up the People, 
likea King taking a Survey of his goud Subjects whole Names are 
carolled by him, in his Cenſe-Book. 

But hath it ever been known ( | will not ſay, that in thoſe pla- 
ces and Countreys the true God hath been religiouſly Worthipped ? 
tor that pollibly hath been, or ſhall be in procels of time before 
the End cometh, but )) that the Ildolatrous lilue and Offpring of 
Cham and Canaan ( tor of ſuch doubtleisis the meaning of the holy 
Ghoſt here) did in any Age joyn together publickly and unani- 
moully to make this holy City Glorious by their ready obedience to 
Gods Law? this certainly hath never been done, and | think it may 
be ſaid nor is it likely now to be done, while the World ſtand- 
cth. 

If ſo, how come they here to have a fayourable mention made 
of them? much rather ( will ſome uſurping Judges among us lay ) 
do they dcelerve to be marked with ablack Coal of perpetual In- 
tainy, and to he held accuſed. Scd a fabis Abſtinendum, the Me» 
mory which is here made and commended, is to be ( /nrter Copm- 
tores, not Inter Contemptores, nor Conſultores ) not among Deſpi- 
{ers, Ceniurers, or Jgnarocs, but among ſuch as know God, and 
arc acquainted with his Grace, and who will therefore ſay upon bet- 
ter Warrant than theſe Judges of evil thoughts, Frat veroum det, 
ruat Celum;, God will have a Generation Maugre the Malice of 
Hell, which ſhall ſecretly and to the World undiſccrnably ſpring 
upout of this curſed Root, and be born again. 

For to this purpoſe ( ſaith the Pſalmi/t) this man was borne 
there, and again this man was born there, viz. In the City of God, 
Iignifying that many ( the ſingular Number being put colleCtively 
for the Plural ) ſhould be born there, not of Chuſh, nor of Mrſzra- 
1m, nor of Canaan ( though their Progenitours by Nature) butof 
God; who as he formed man at firſt out of the Duſt of the Earth, 
ſocan he form in theſe Egyptians, Babylomans, Phyliſtins, Tyrians, 
Alorians tnencw Creature out of the Rubbiſh of Cham and Cura, 
Cc. in. a way and manner unknown to us, as {eemeth good unto 
him; Materials ( indeed) very unht, unapt, and uncapable of 
ſuch aForm, but that the ſecond Adm, being nv4Cus Emory, 
had his Birth allo with them, andinthem; for ſo faith the Pſal- 
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#/t again, this man was borne there, that is, in St. Auſt ins Senſe 
C and a very good Senſe it is )) Altfſimas qui fundavit Civitatem 
fattus eſt in ea, 5. e. the moſt High, viz. Jefus Chriſt, who e- 
ſtabliſheth $:9-, was born there ;, his Birth it was that produced 
theirs. 

And doubtleſs if they were formed by Chriſt, or, as the Apoſtles 
Word is, Chrift was formed in them, though neither 19/es nor 
the Prophets, nor Paſtors, nor Teachers did with their Midwifery 
give their Attendanceat the Travel, we mult ſay, they were alſo 
as new Creatures born avain, when the Children were at the Birth 
God alone gaveſtrength to perfettit. Hereupon followeth knging 
and rejoycing in Heaven among the Angels of God { Zub. 15. 10) 
where all Springs of ſpiritual Joy do flow abundantly. T hus it 
is uſual with us here in this World when our Children are borne 
among us fafe and ſound, Singers and Players on Inſtruments { P-e- 
Gontor et Chorus) are called to make our Mirth increaſe, and our 
Joy to he more abundant. 

If then Gods Heart be enlarged, and his Mercies extended to- 
wards his poor Creatures, the Heathen, and conſequently towards 
te major part of mankind, to ſave them from their Sins, is it fit 
that we ſhould be ſtraitned in our Bowels. to them? what thought 
Mnſtitudes in the World have not fuch means of Salvation as we 
have? The uſe that weare tomake hereof is to be thankful, and 
fruitful in all holy Obcdience, not to Deſpiſe, much lefs to Con- 
demne others, who may be as dear in Gods account 3s onr felyes : 
tor like as weighty Fares of Corne have been ſeen commonly to 
arow ont of the compals of the tilled Feild, yea as Corne hath 
Y2rown up abundantly without any Tillage at'all, or any ſort of 
Hnhandry beſtowed upon it ( called therefore by People in all pla- 
ces ſelt-fown ) and rather than God will ſufter his Family here on 
Farth to want, and his Glory thereby ro be lellened, he will feed 
them with the Corne of FHcavenz ſo may God have aPeople dear 
voto him ſcattered abroad in the World without the Verge of his 
viſible Church, and the Seelof his Word.and Grace may without the 
uſe of ordinary means {pring up inthe Hearts of Men dwelling in 
the dark places of the Earth, though the way and manner of its 
ſpringing be beſt known unto himſelf, neither are we worthy to be 
of his Covnſel in it. 

We read of ſindry Perſons in- Scripture, viz. Fob and his three 
Friends, and Jethro, and: Naaman, and Cornelous, with many more, 
who did worſhip the true Go1, having ( for ought we lee ) ſmall 
agans of trug knowledg, beſides the working Spirit of a gracious 
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God thatenlightned them, inclining their Hearts to a willing ſub- 
million to his Law; which being fo, have we not good reaſon to 
think ( becaulc Gods Mercies fail not ) the ſame af others in all 
the Generations that have been, and to hope the like of many more 
in the Gcnerations that now are, and that areto come ? 

In ſhort, Icta cale be here put according to the common way of 
Arguing. A good King hath a careof all his Subjects withont cXx- 
ception; his Protection reacheth to them all, they all have the Be- 
nefit of his Lawes, and if it lay in his Power, he would makethem 
all Rich and happy, yea he would make them all Kings like himlelt, 
thatſo he might have the more Honour by their Subjection to him 
though they ivr the generality of them keepthemlelves low and 
beggerly by thcir want of Wildom, ior the improvement of his 
Favour : In the mean tine, he chuſeth out tome to ſtand continual- 
ly in his Preſence, to be his Nobles, Licuteranrs, and Countei- 
lours of State, while other are kept at a diſtance from hint, that 
the Majcſty ot his Pefon, and the Glory ol his Kingdom mightnot 
be expoſed to contempr in the fight of his Enemies, by their Sor- 
didnels and Simplicity; whom nevertheleſs when by their taking 
more ſpecial notice of his goodnels, or, by his feading his Son 
( Incooiro ) to make his Mind better known unto them ( which he 
canand will do by his ſecret Inſtructions) they thereupon come to 
be wiſer, and more worthy of his Sight and Pretence, he wiil re- 
ceive them all without any diſtinction into his Grace and Favour : 
but when any ſhall offend by breaking his Laws ( who yet are but 
few in a well-ordered Commonwealth compared commonly with 
thoſe that are Loyal and obedient ) he then maketh them to feel 
the Smart of his Dupleaſure, ſome by condigne Penalties laid up- 
on their Perſons and Eitates, and other by ſuffering Deata and 
Torture, according to thequality of their Offences. 

Here is the calc, and whether or no, the Circumſtances do 
ſuit well with our preſent matter in hand, I willleayc to my Rea- 
ders diſcretion, lct him make the compariſon. 

But ſeeing the Proverb often proves true, viz. Lonoum iter per 
precepta, and we may add thercto, per Comparata, little good is to 
be done by telling men of Rules, or putting Cales, lect 
us further ſce what force there may be in an Example N#/apiser- 
which if rightly applicd will ſuflice to convince the up- —_—_— 
ſtart Judges of this World, who arc haſty to pronunce "_ OO 
a Sentence of Eternal Condemnation upon a numberleſs * * 
Multitude of People, Men, Women and Children, and that be- 
fore ſuch time as a Legal Trial hath paſt upon any of them, which 
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bY » is worſe than that we read of in the Pſalme, ( which nevertheleſs i3 
an abhorrency to all Fleſh) to murther the Widow,and the Strang- 
er, and to put the Fatherle(s to Death. 

It is an Example which God himſclf hath given of his Pitie to- 
wards a multitude of his poor Creatures in ſparing them, when 
the flaming Sword of his Juſtice was ready to conſume them, ſuch 
a wicked Crew they were whole wickedneſs was ſo great, that 
( as it is written of them) it came up before the Lord, I mean, 
the City of Niniveh ( of which we read in the Book of Fonas ) 
wherein were many hundred thouſand Perſons. My Argument in- 
tended from thence being this ( which is, as we ſay, A minor: ad ma- 
xs ) hath God ſhewed Mercy to a People becauſe they were many, 
io as to ſavethem from a Temporal Deſtruction, Cerro cert:xs he 
will then upon the ſame account much more manifeſt his goodneſs 
to a greater number in delivering them from everlaſting Condem- 
nation, 

This Wercy will the more appear by adue Reflexion upon the 
Place and People, to whom it came: a People as much ſeparated 
irom Gods Church, as any Fewes, T wrkes, or Pagans are now: it 
was Ninwveh, which was (as it is ditſected to my hand ) Niriveh 
of the Gentiles, Uncircumciſed Ninveh, Nimveh of the Ajyrians, 
Imperious, Inſolent, Intolerable Niniveh, Niniveh fetled upon her 
Lees, not leſs than thirteen hundred years, Niniveh Infamous for 
Idolatry with Niſ-och her Abomination, Nimweb with Idleneſs fo 
efteminated and her Joynts diſſolved under Sardmapalus ( as ſome 
conceive their thirty eighth Monarch ) who fate and ſpan amongſt 
Women, that as it was the wonder and by-word of the Earth, fo 
the Heavens above could not but abhor it. 

Yet is this Niniveh become the famous Subject of Gods Mercy, 
though the Prophet Fenas ( being it ſeems poſlelied with the ſame 
dluſtring Spirit, which now haunterh us againſt thole that are Strang- 
ers unto us ) was Offtended,; Vexed, Angry tothe Death that it was 
fo. But God, rich in Mercy, continues to bz the ſame itill, his 
Corpaſfions fail not, his Mercy appears in her full Luſtre and due 
Magnitude, when this mercileſs and angry Man was about to Eclipſe 
the Glory of it: for even then ( which is a thing to be admired 
and adored by all the World) did God plead for it, and by Irre- 
fragable demonſtration juſtify it againſt rhe perverſe diſputings of 
rhat Techy Opponent, for the ſaving of anumerous multitude old 
and young, who muſt otherwiſe have been utterly deſtroy- 
ec>. 

It- will be faid; . whats. all this tothe purpoſe? what? much ec. 
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very way, whether we conſider God himſelf, or thoſe ſinful Peo- 
ple whom he ſpared. 

Firſt, we ſee here how God delighteth in Mercy, Anger pleca- 
ſeth him not, and ( as he hath elſewhere not only ſaid it, but 
ſworn it) that he will not the Death of a Sinncr, muchleſs ( it may 
well be thought ) of anumberleſs Multitude, to throw them Head» 
long out of his Sight promiſcuouſly into the Pir of Perdition. Now 
evident it is there were in that great City ( becauſe God hath 
been pleaſed to give the number of them more than ſixicore thou- 
ſand Perſons that were young and harmeleſs, young in reſpect of 
their Age, innocent in reſpect of their Lives, who knew not their 
right Hand from their left, not able to diſtinguiſh between good 
and Evil, and it may caſily be guelled how great the number of 
other Ages was when there were ſo many Infants, 

Theſe things conſidered we may here argue ( asis before ſaid ) 
from the leſs to the greater, if God will have Compallion upon 
ſuch a multitude of wretched Sinners, (whom he at firſt created 
after his own Image and likeneſs) partly becauſe of their great 
number, to ſave them from a bodily Deſtruction, yea and to plead 
{o carneſtly againſt their Adverſary, who would gladly have ſeen 
the City flaming about their Ears, can we think but that he will 
much more ſhew Mercy to the Souls of a much greater Multitude, 
wiz, of the greatelt part of the Children of men, to fave them 
from the Vengeance of eternal Fire. 

Unleſs we will ſay, which God forbid any ſhould ſay, that af- 
ter this Lite 1s ended, his Mercy is quite ſpent, clean gone from 
an innumerable company of precious Souls for ever, and that he 
will, contrary to his former wont, take delight in executing his 
Wrath upon them to the uttermoſt, Oh! far be it from us to judge 
io hardly of tne God and Father of Mercies, or to think that he 
iS like unto us mutable and inconſtant, one while kind and pitiful, 
another while cruel and unmercifal. The good Prophet will tell 
as in the Fſalm (Þ 136 )) not once but many times for our greater 
Ailurance, that his Aercy endureth for ever, and again and again that 
his Mercy endureth for ever, meaning that his Mercy in the full 
Latitude of it ( which zon Ob/ are 1s without any Limits accor- 
ding to his own nature ) endureth for ever. 

It will l know be objected, wherefoever there is a true Repen- 
rance, there ſhall moit certainly be a Remiſſion of all manner of 
Sin. But who can ſay. that the [dolatrous Heathen, &c. wholly 
Ignorant of the way of Salvation, could or can poſſibly repent 
them of their Idclatries and other their Abominagions ? the antwer 
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heretais ready, who among us can ſay the contrary? true it is, 
it we lookno further than our own common Experience wifl lead 
us, who muſt be limited to ſenſe in this cale ( 2s we are in all thinzs 
that come within the Ken of our obſervation ) we ſhail then be 
apt to make ſuch Concluſions. But as the Apoſtle argues ( 1. Cor. 
2. 11.) What man {nowcrh the thinos of a man, ſave the Spirit of 
man which is mhim? even fo the things of God lnoweth no mon, bi 
tbe Spirit of God. Now the truc and real Converiionsof men are 
things beyond our reach, they are known only to him, who ſearch- 
eth the Hcartand the Reincs, and it is not for us to rake our 
Meaſure of the great God, according to the ſcantling of our nar- 
row Nature in this or any other of the Works of his 
Grace. 

God doth not, I ſay again, deal with men in their Converſion all 
after one ſort : look but upon theſe Ninivites ( which is the thing 
weare here ſecondly to take into our Conſideration. 

We ſce their Repentance was very ſudden, for as ſoon as Fonas 
had begun, the firſt day, tocnter into the City, and had made his 
Proclamation, which God appointed him, pnblickly in the Streets 
of it, the People will not put him to the Tolle of the other 
two days Journey, but generally belcived in God, and repented of 
their Wickednels, whereupon even aſloon did God repent of the 
Evil that he ſaid he would do unto them, and he did itnot. So for 
ovght we know may there be between God and the Souls of men, 
who for the preſent are without God in the World, when they 
are to depart out of the World ſuch an Intercourſe of Grace on 
Gods part, andot Repentance on theirs which may open Heaven 
unto them, as much as our daily Converſation with God may cn- 
title us to aParticipation of it. | 

Truc it is, the Preaching of 7oxasr, though it was very ſhort, did 
as *twcre ſound an Alarm to theſe Ninivires, which did awaken 
them out of their ſinful Security, it being the means which God 
ordaincth to brinz men to Repentance, and he will not digreſs 
icom hisown order, unleſs it be where time of Life is near up- 
on the laſt Period, and thoſe means do fail; for in ſuch caſes, where 
there isno open Viſion, andthe Daysof mans appointed time arc 
at an end, there doth free Mercy appear in her Eminency ( as it 
did to the Theif upon the Croſs ) God giving firlt the Grace of 
Repentance, and then Vouchſafing his favourable Acceptance oi 
that Grace which he himſelf hath freely wrought inthe Hearts of 
Ris poor Creatures, thonzh it be by them but weakly exerted and 
NDeriormed, 
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\Ve / alafs ) unprofitable Servants that we are, the belt of us all, 
when we buckle to our Buſineſs, and with all diligence endeayous 
to work ont our own Salvation ( as we are warned |) we mult, bein 
conſcious to our ſelves of our many failingsin it, do it with fears 
and trembling, ever confeſling it to be of the Lords Mercies, if we 
find any acceptance, and that we and our Works together be not 
at the laſt burnt in that Fire which ſhall never be quenched. Hear 
how Sr. Pl determines the Cale #© Rom. 9- 16.) 4r is not ( faith 
he ) of him that willeth ( who hath only an inward defire to pleate 
God by his Obedience, but doth nor, or cannot procuce It into 


. att )) nor of him that r:aneth ( who doth the belt he can in picking 


roward the mark, to obtain the Prize of eternal Happineſs ) bz of 
God that ſheweth Mercy, it is Mercy, Mercy only that is alt in all 
from firſt ro laſt in the Work of mans Salvation: and this nazly 
ever been acknowledzed by all ( the Pclagian Hercticks only ex- 
ccpted. 

Whar elſc is the reaſon that when we ſee men among us live dif- 
folutely, and die it may be deſperately , eſpecially 1t they be of 
our neereſt Relations, or ſach for whom we have had a more than 
ordinary kindneſs, we do not preſently account of them 2s curied 
caſtaways, but are willing to ſuſpend} our Judgment ot them, as 
ro their final Eſtate, though poſſibly we may haye ſome-fear of 
them, and be greived that they had no more care: of their Souls 
before they died, what elſe, I ſay, is the rcafon hcreof, but that” 
in the mnttitudec of our Thoughts within us at ſuch times, our Minds 
arc overruled by the remembrance of Gods infinite Mercies and 
I beſecch you, ſhould we not impartially have the ſame conlidera- 
tion in us, when we reflect upon others that are Strangers unto ns, 
in what place of the World ſoeycr they are? whom howſoever: 
we ſlight, yethath God a ſpecial regard unto them; for when: he 
at firſt had felefted his 1ſ-ae! to be a peculiar People unto him, e- 
ven then he gave them acharge not to vex or oppreſs the Strang- 
crs, bnt to love them, as themſelves, Ex. 22.21. And very often 
doth God, in the following Generations renew the ſame charge 
unto that his antient People : now we cannot but thmk this Charge 
hath a meaſnre in it reaching to us under the Goſpel, which if it 
hath, and that we wil! not be partial ( as is ſaid before ) in judging 
Strangers more than rhoſe deſperate anes among our ſelves, how 
can vie lo Poſitively determine of the major part of mankind, as 
we do, that rhey frail mevitably be thrown into Hell to be there 
Torrmented for eycr and ever ? 

If any who are yet tenacioufly ſet vporthis deſtructive cy_ 
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ſhall accuſe me of Prolixity ( asI think none elſe will ) I hope my 
eadeayour to refnte this Errour will ſufficiently excuſe me among 
thoſe that follow the conduct of reaſon ; who will be ready to ſay 
tn my belalf, ſeeing ſo great an Ercour hath prevailed ſo long 
among us, it is but necellary that much be ſaid in the Conviction ot 
it. Surc lam St. Azjt:» will be my advocate herein, Non eſt mul. 
tiloguinm ( laith he ) quando neceſſeria dicuntur , quants liber Sermo- 
aum multitudine ac Prolixitate Dicantur. | (bail therefore take the 
tiberty to proceed yet farther in ſhewing the lrratiogality, I may 
ſay the Impiety of this Soul-murdering Doctrine, 

High rime it is for us all to forbear judging the World at the 
rate as we have been wont, for we do not only condemn to Hell and 
everlaſting Death, thoſe whom ( we may or ſhould have good 
hope to beleive ) God hath ordained to cternal Life, bur we do, 
in effect, ſpend our haſty and audacious Cenſures upon God him- 
{elf, if he ſhall, contrary to our deciſion in this caſe, ſave tho!e 
whom we have marked out to Deſtruction ; wherein we are ſome- 
what like unto that Inſolent and Peremptory Alphonſus in Sparn, 
who like a bold and Atheiſtical Fool ſpake of the Creation in this 
manner. If ( faith he) I had ſtood by God when hc had created the 
World, I conld have directed him how to have ordered it better 
than he hath done: So ſhall we in our precipitant judging the 
World before the time, according tothe common fancy that hath 
been among us, ſeemto preſcribe unto God what Courle he ſhould 
take in his Judgment to come, and that he take care our Orders be 
punCtually obſerved in it. 

An Indignitie and contempt ſo hainous to be put upon the 
Wiſdom of the moſt high God, that it will be adjudged by the 
whole Creation an Impudency moſt Inexcuſable. And this we 
ſhall certainly find to our eternal Shame and Sorrow ( unleſs we re- 
pent of it betimes, andlearn to be wiſer ) when we ſhall mourn at 
the laſt, and ſay, we Fools counted them miſcrable, but now arc 
they comforted, and we are tormented. 

Two Examples ſhall be here taken out of holy Scripture ( ſce- 
ing that it is exp2Cted ) of ſuch Perſons, ( the one a Heathen, the 
other ( probably) a Jew , but extraordinarily wicked }) who had 
they been brought into our uſurping Phrontiſteries, before we 
heard they were acquitted by their own lawful Judge, we ſhould 
have palled a Damnatory Sentence of Death upon them, when 
notwithſtanding the Holy Ghoſt himſelf would haye been their 
Compurgator. 

The firſt is that Syrophcnician Woman ( wholc Praiſe is in 
the 
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the Goſpel ) ſhe was of the Canaanitiſh Extraftion , and upon 
that account to be reckoned as a Dog, an Idolatour among the 
Phenicians, from whom many heatheni/h Abominations wcre 
ſpread into {everal parts of the World, and her Habitation tiicre 
was ( In Finibus ) in the remote Borders of that Countrey, where 
unavoidably ſhe muſt be deeply ſowlt in the Dreggs of Ignorance 
and Infidelity. Yet even this Woman ( fo unlikcly as the was ) 
during this her deplorable Condition, had her Name ( we may 
well preſume) written in the Book of Life, and had allo ſoinewhat 
written in her Heart and Soul well plcaſing unto God, which did 
not outwardly appear, until Chriſt,to make her a publick Example 
of Gods abundant Mercy among the Heathcn, was pleaſed to draw 
it out of her, by his Wiſdom; a Wiſdom ſurpaſling that of Solo- 
mons, Which he ſhewed in the caſe of the true Mother of the Child, 
that was brought before him, 

It is like enovgh, ſhe had heard from ſome of Tyre and S:don, 
who had been OP bet and had ſeen or heard the admirable 
Works, which Feſ#s did ( Mar. 3. 8.) or from the Jews whodid 
trade into thoſe Parts (Tyre being a Mart which was much fre- 
quented ) of the Fame of Chriſt's Power and Readineſs in healing 
Diſeaſes, and caſting out Devils, and of his deſcent from David, 
but ſhe her ſelf ſtirred not ont of thoſe Coaſts, tohear the Doct- 
rine of Salvation from him, or his Diſciples; and the Devil (pro- 
bably ) percciving, more in her againſt his Kingdom than men could 
( for he 1s a ſubtle inſinuating Spirit) had aMicted her more than the 
reſt of her Vicinity. Chriſt takes a long Walke from his own 
Countrey thithcr for her ſake ( for as ſoon as he had done for this 
\oman that which he intended, he departed from thole Coaſts, ) 
and being there, he entred into an Houle ( ſaith St. Marke ) for 
he wonld have no man know it, but he could not be hid; how- 
ever thcend and purpoſe of his coming he did not impart unto 2- 
ny, only he himſelf knew what he would doe. 

Ar length, this Woman hearing of him, ſhe makes her addreſs 
unto him, crying out, have Mercy on me, O Lord, thou Son of 
David, my Daughter is grievoutly vexed with a Devil. But 
Chriſt anſwered her not a Word: Strange ! Is he come fo long a 
Journey for this purpoſe, to relieve a poor Woman, and will he 
now take no notice of her, not ſo much as ſpeak to her ? he, who 
was wont to Prevent others, asking them what they would he 
ſhould do for them, doth he now refuſe to ſpeak unto her that 
begged Mercy of him ? When the Centurion ( a Heathen allo ) be- 
{ought him for his Scryant that was Sick, he preſently replycd, - 
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will come and heal him, and hath he now lefr his old wont? no 
fuch matter, his Silence here did ſpeak his Wiſdom, in bringing 
that to paſs, which he intended; he anſwered her not a Word, and 
OS St. Auſtin will tell us why, on ut negaretur Miſericordia, 
Jo. 74 Jed mt defiderium nceenderetur, nes folum ut deſtderium accende- 

ret, Jed ut humilitas Commendereturg,e,not that he would 
deny her the Mercy which ſhe deſired, but that her Deſire might be 
more fervent, nor that only her Deſire might be more fervent, bur 
that her Homility might be commended. Here then is Wiſdom, not 
by his Word,as he deals with us, but by his Silence to bring forth that 
which he had deſigned to commend im this Woman, and that her 
Mnmility might appear to be a Legitimate Child of Grace which 
called 'God, ' Father. 

By his Wiſdom he made the Heavens ( ſaith the Plalmiſt ) but 
he ſpake the Word then, and they were made, he comman- 
ded, and they ſtood faſt ; here, that the good Work which Goc!, 
the great Spring -and Fovntain of all that good is, had ſecretly 
wrought in the Heart of this Heatheniſh Woman might appear to 
Goys Glory, and be extolled, he, at her firſt approach unto hirm 
fpeaks not a Word: | 

rue, it is uſual among men, out of Policy ſometimes to for- 
bear fpeaking, to try the Wit, or Valour, or Fidelity, &e. of 
thok with wham we converſe; but Chriſt our Lord and Maſter 
needed not to rake ſich Experiments, for he knew what was in 
man ( Fob. 2,25.) he knew what this Woman had been, what ſhe 
then was, and what ſhe would be, yet is ſilent, that her continu- 
ed Homility might be the more Famous and Exemplary, to the i- 
tencing C probably ) of allthoſe, who will be halty to Judge and 
Condemn others, yet know nothing at all 'of what hath paſled be- 
tween God and their Souls. 

Not to loſe my ſelt and my Reader in a large inquiry after all 
that we find written of this new Convert, that which remains ſhall 
de breifely drawn vp: together. Many were the Dilcouragments 
( as one hath ſummed them up) that her poor Sonl digeſted, 
Firft, ſhe was not anſwered by Chriſt. 2. She had backfreinds of 
his Diſciples, who knew her not ſo well, as their Maſter did, and 
therefore would be rid of her hecanſ2 of her Importunity. 3. She 
was none of the Sheep that: Chriſt would then. regard ( though 
' he had other Sheep abroad, whom he was in time 70 bring into 
the Fold, Fob. 10.16.) 4. Shewas a Whelp. 

Alas he ſpake notto her at firſt}, but now when he ſpeakes, his 
\Yords are as Thunder and lightning to drive ber trom her hold. 

Yes. 
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Yet 15 ſhe not terrified with them, but faſtens upon Chriſt wit! 
her Prayers, as the Woman of Shumem upon Elfha with her Hands 
( thus a good Divine makes the Cmpariſon ) ſhe caught 
him by the Fcet, anc ſaid untohim,. as the Lord Jjverh, 
and as thy Soul liveth I will notleaycthee- ſhe wrought 
a Miracle by the Force of her Prayers, made both the Deaf 
to hear, and the Dumb toſpeak, ſhe cryed tothe Ears and 3 ongue 
of her Redeemcr, Ephata, be ye opcued, hear\agd anſwer my Pc- 
tition, fulfill my requeſt. 

What followeth ? ſhe won and ohtaineda 1 
ſhe not only prevailed in her Suite, but was di 
lar commendation of her Faith from the mo 
O Woman, faith he, great ts thy Faith, be ut v1 
wilt. 


Judge then, could this poor Greek, this xe pix upon this 


Rihoy King 
von Jonas. 


able Victory, fot 
iſled with a lng: 
1 of Chriſt himich. 


thec even as than 


Canaanitiſlh Woman ( for all theſe Terms are put upon her wn 
Scripture) be able to diſcerne a Power in Chriſt above that which 
1s Humane, and with humble Proſtration, zealous importunity, 
and invincible Confidence ?arley , yea Struggle in this manner 
with him, and breaking through all Diftqulties that lay in her 
way, carry her Cauſein the end with Applanſe, enjoying her De- 
fire tothe full? could ſhe, 1 ſay, haye done all fo ſuccelsfully, as 
ſhe did, had ſhe not been ſecretly inſtructed betorchand (or at 
that Inſtant )) by a good advocate, the Holy Spirit of God (for 
where clie could ſhe have it? ) how to order and Sollicite her þu- 
ſineſs to ſo good purpoſe ? 

An Example that Cleerely demonſtrates the powerfyl Works 
ing of Gods Grace towards ſuch as are without ; for this being 
done to this Woman, why ſhould any man doubt but the like 
may be daily done ( though in diverſe manners, as ſeemeth beſt 
to the Almighty worker ) to many others in the ſame condition 
of diſtance from the Viſible Church? yea to Millions of Milli- 
ons, as well as to one, thicy being all alike with us before God in 
reſpett of their Creation, and alike alſo in reſpect of their Apo» 
ſtacy in Adim, Divine Grace being likewiſe of ſo diffuſive a Nature, 
that we ſhould ufe it hardly, and do our ſelves no good, if we 
ſhould put a ſtop to the Current of it, otherwiſe than the Spring 
from whence it iloweth will feed it, and ſend it. 

Another Inſtance which we read in Scripture of Gods free Mer- 
cy toa great Sinner without the uſe of ordinary means, is the Pe- 
nitent Theif upon the Croſs; he was, as St. Zuke calls him xox4e- 
y&-, a Malctattor, a worker or Una o: Iniquity, one thas 
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i OP made a Trade of Wickedneſs, a common Robber, ſo 
4 wo ** the Word Avysrs uſed by St. Marthew, implyeth ; one 
- 6a that ſpent his Life in making a Prey of all that he could 
catch by Fraud or Violence, yea and poſſibly by Murthering thoſe 
that came within his Reach: A great Malefaftor (doubtleſs) he 
had been, as appearcth by the Death which he ſuftered; for this 
ſervile Supplicium ( fo Crucifixion was called ) was not wont to 
be inflited by the Romans ( a generous Nation ) upon any, but 
upon the baſer ſort of People, and ſuch among them, as werc found 
guilty of notorious Offences. 

But that which made him a worſe Malefattor than all his former 
Outrages had done, was{in my Opinien)that when Death wasrcady 
with cruel Torments to ſeize upon him, yet then dtd he revile the 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt, as he was hanging upon the Croſs near unto him : 
for thus ſaith St. Mathew and St. Make likewife, the Thieves alſo 
which were crucified with him caſt the ſame in his Teeth, that is, up- 
braided him as the Jews had done: oi Avs& the Thieves in the 
plural Number, not contradicting St. Z«ke, who ſo writeth but 
of one of them, and that the other rebuked him for it ( upon 
which ſeeming difference the Rencgado Fxlan took his liberty to 
be Julian the Scoffter ) but the old Rule is good, Diſtingue Tempo- 
7a et concordabunt Scripture, let time be oblerved ( without which 
there will unavoideably be confuſion in many things.) and the 
Scriptures will not difter : It holds wcll in this caſe, both theſe 
Malefattors might at their firſt Crucifixion (looking upon Chriſt 
whom ( pollibly ) they had never ſeen before, and hearing the 
fews cry out, he ſavedothers, himſulf he camor ſave) calt the fame 
in his Teeth alſo. And of this might S:. AZathew and St. Merke 
both give their Record, to tne end that Gods Infinite Mercy might 
appear in the- Converſion of one of them within a while atter. 
For when the ſecret and powerful Operation of Gods Spirit had 
touched his Heart, after he had ſeen the cxrreame Wickedneſs 
which Chriſt s Adverſaries uſed towards vim, how they gaped up- 
on him with their Months like Ravening and Roaring Lions, and 
that he nevertheleſs, though half dcad gave no aalwer to all their 
hard Specches, but only prayed to bis Farther to forgive them, and 
him amonzlt the reſt, then ( as it is written of Saul { 1, $.-m. 1c, 
i6. ) whcnhe had aFlaih of Gods Spirit pailing by him) ke was 
immediately turned into another Man, 

| Know well what fence hath bcen wont to be given of St. 17. 
thews and St. Aurirs \Vords to reconcile them to St. Erke. Bur 
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God in the Converſion of aSinner ( and no man ſhonld indeed let 
flip ſuch an Occaſion) and becauſe nothing appears in the Words 
of the Evangeliſts compared together, that may give a Check to 
this conſtruction, but rather they ſeemto conſent thereto, I would 
for my part chuſe to underſtand the Sente in the manner here de-- 
clared tor ſo good a purpole, as Gods Glory, than to make a dit- 
2rence where isnone, and then compole it again by having a re- 
courſe to our Rhetorick ( wherein the aloreiaid Apoſtate 7ulizr, 
well Skilled in ſuch learning conld not be Ignorant ) to borrow a 
Figure, which when we have made the beſt of it, will not inRea- 
ſon be enough to ſtop the Cavills which Athciltical Scoffers will be 
apt with their wide Mouths to objet againit thete moſt ſacred O- 
racles ot Heaven. 

But let it be granted that this Malcfaftor was a Convert at the 
Hour of his Crucifixion, or, at the time v.hen he firſt heard his 
ſ{cllow-thief revile our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, he himlclf forbearing 
then to uſe ſuch wicked Language; is it not ſtrange ( though ) 
that he who was but now attached for his many outrages by the 
Highway, had ſcarce ſhiſted himfclf out of his diſguiſe, or waſht 
his Hands, it may be, from his bloody Murthers, at leaſt from 
his Rapine and Violence, ſhould now, when he was under moſt in- 
tollcrable Pains, extended upon the Croſs, his Skin ( pollibly ) all 
rorn with Scourging, according to the Cuſtome, his Hands and 
Feet, lor certain, pierced through with Nailes, the weight of his 
Body cauſing the Torment in thoſe tender parts ro elicreaſe more 
aad more, when he ſaw Chriſt forſaken by his Diſciples ( which: 
might make him think that even they were afraid to confeſs him, 
or that they doubted he was not the Man he pretended to be ) when 
he heard the Spectatours round about, eſpecially the Elders and 
chiet of his Nationreviling him,is it not,l ſay matter of 'Vonder aud 
Amazement that he ſhould now, all on a ſudden witneſs fo good 3 
(Confeſſion, not fearing either Jews or Romans, or the Devil, 
whom he had fcrved all along, but God only? and that he ſnould 
70W again practiſe his old Trade in a better and more commenda- 
ie way, let upon Chrilt deſtitute of all viſible help and ſuccovr. 
Lrcak thronghall, andtaxe Heaven by Violence ? 

He could not with Patience endure to hear the Blaſphemies © 
1:15 Conipanion, but rebukes him ſharpely, colt not thou, ſaith he, 
tar Gud, fecing tow art inthe ſame Condemuation ? his meaning, 
5, neither ] nor thou have hitherto been kept in any Awe by thc 
tawsof men, but we have tranſgrceiled beyond all the Bounds ov: 
.'y}lity, unworthy therefore to live any longer among men in this 
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World, but what, wilt thou not now fcar God, now when thy 
Soul is ready to exhalc itſelf out of thy Body ? now, it ever, is a 
time for us to repent of our Wickednels when we are upon the ve- 
ry Lhreſhold of Death, and muſt inſtantly appear before the 
Rigliteons God, to give an account of our Prodigious Villa- 
BICS. 

And as he thus rebukcth his Fellow, ſo lie Juſtiftieth Chriſt a- 
gainlt all the Calumnies of the Jews; he had nothing free abour 
him bur his Heart and Tongue, his Hands and Feer were ſo n1iled 
co the Crofts, that he could nor Worihip Chriſt, as he wonld, with 
a humble and religious incurvation. His Heart and Tongue there- 
torc he will give upunto Chriſt, his Heart ina free and faithful 
Conteſlion of his Sins, in Sympathizing with Chriſt in his Miſery, 
not regarding his own though it was allo molt Intolerable, in ap- 
piying Chriits Merits to himſelf; his Tongue in proclaiming a- 
loud Chriſts Innocency, this Man hath done nothing amis. 

The Jewshad Traduced Chriſt Blaſphemovily Affirming that 
he was a Seditious Perſon, that he was a blaſphemer, a Wine-hib- 
ber, &c. that he would deſtroy the Temple, that he made himſelf 
a King; this honcſt Conteſlor « contra, cryed out Nihil indecens fe- 
cit, hc hath done nothing amiſs. A King, tis true, he is and hath 
a Kingdome which his Enemics ſhall find to their everlaſting Coz 
fuſion, when he litterh upon the Throne of his Glory, to judge 
themthat have ſaid Nolumas hunc reonare, we will not have this 
Man to Reizn over us; for thus he makes a Proteſtation of his 
Faith with a conn:lent Reſignation of himſcl{ unto Chriſt, as his 
leige Lord and King, Lord ( faith he ) Remember me when thou 
comeſt into thy Kingdom. 

O admirable Faith, O incomparable Faith / never was the like 
hcard of, ncither indecd could be, fincc the World began. This 
wasthe laſt Contellor that Chrilt had, while he was living in this 
\Vorld, but he outltripped all thoſe that were betoce him, fulhl- 
linz that Word which was ſpoken by Chriſt, 12. The laſt ſhall 
be tilt: he wasable ( we fee ) by his Faith to remove Mountains 
ot Oppolition which lay in nis way, that he might cleave unto 
(hilt. It wasa Faith 1 ſay azain that fſurpalled all other that we 
1cadl of inScriprure, a great Word, but by that time it be duly 
weizhed, it will appear to he moſt true. 

One of good Note in the Church makes the Compariſon in this 
manmecr - what is mere worthy of Wonder and Amazement, than 
that a Theil ſhould have aberter knowledee of Chriſt upon the 
Cots than ſome of his Diſciples had, when they fate var him at 
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Supper ? that a Theif ſhould have a more eminent Degree of Faith 
than the Patriarch Abraham the Father of the Faithful, than Xoſes 
the Servant of God, than the Evangelical Prophet 1ſaiab, than his 
own Domeſtick Attendants, to whom it was- given by a lpecial 
Grace of Diſpenſartion to know Chriſt, and the Myſteries of his 
Kingdom? 

Avrabam beleived in the Lord, but it was when he was fo much 
honoured, as to have God himſelf to be his own Meſſenger, and 
to parley with him from Heaven. Moſes beleived in the Lord, 
bur it was when he appeared to him in the midſt of a Fiery Bujh 
wonderfully. Eſay beleived in the Lord, but it was when he {aw 
him fitting upon a high Throne. The Apoſtles beleived in the 
Lord, but they were t ye-witucſies how his Miracles poled Nature, 
and all the Creatures did their Homage to him, as to their Crea- 
tour. Theſe were caſie Taskes of Faith; but this noble Confellor 
belcived in the Lord, when which way foever he looked about 
him, his Eyes conld meet with nothing bur Horrour and Miſery. 
He doth not ſupplicate Jeſus ſitting at the right Hand of the Fa- 
ther, ſo he iscrowned with Majeſty, nor unto Jeſus judging the 
Quick and Dead, fo he is attended with Angells, cc. But when 
he faw his Sides, Hands, Feet all bleeding, his Face Ghaltly, 
his Head drooping, and his Soul heavy to the Death, even then 
he ſaid ro Jeſus, Lord remember me when thow comeſt mto thy Kina. 
dome; as if he had been lifred upon the Crols to overlook Chriſt s 
Debaſements, and to make a ihew openly that his. Faith ſhould 
outvy his Senle. 

But now it may well be demanded from whence hath this man 
this great Power ? where did he learn all theſe things ? not ( ſare- 
ly ) vpon the Highway, not under Hedges, not in his Dens of 
Thievery, no, bur it was given him from above, by the immedi- 
ate Work of Gods Spirit, which breatheth where it liſteth, not 
diſcernable by men ( Feh. 3 8. ) And verily whatfocyer hath 
been otherwiſe. thonght of this man (the things here premiſed be- 
ing well contidered ) his Example alone may fatisfie us that Gods 
Mercy 1s not limited cither totime or means for the Salvation of 
thoſe whom he hath ordcined to eternal Life. Which being ſo, 
tw wan any man (1 fay again ) be fo peremptory as to conclude 
(and tiJat againſt tlie very Natnie of the Almighty and Merciful 
God {F olten and fo fully made known to the Church in the Holy 
Scriptare ) that rhe greateſt Parr of Mankind ſhall periſh eternal- 
ly in tha Torments of Hell without any Remedy ? 

Sid OP all men beware that they be not ſo unwiſe as to 
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loſe themſelves in this Comfortable Doctrine, which, though it be 
m Truth moſt Evangelical, yet I fear, as Grace can Work good 
out o7 Evil, ſo may the corrupt Heart of man by a Satanical Chi- 
miſtcy draw Evil out of Good, { as many wretched People have 
done by making an ill uſe of this Example of Gods Mercy to the 
Tt ef upon the Crols. ) 

| do therefore dciire all that ſhall read or hear of this Doctrine 
of Salvation thus enlarged; to forbcar their haſty and pernicious 
Nitconſtructions of it, till they have informed themſelves better by 


tnc Caurions that ſhall be here added unto it. 


Now then, to ſumm up this whole matter. 


Siace the Holy Scripture, being rightly underſtood doth clearly 
ſpeak of a great Multitude which no man can number, of all Nati- 
ens and Kindreds, and People and Tongues that ſhall be laved, but 
(peaketh no where ſo largely of thoſe that [hall be Damned in Hell 
tor ever, only faith, they ſhall be many. 

IC none of all the Churches of Chriſt in the Primitive times, and 
Ence to this very day, have in any of their publick Conteſlions, 
Creeds, and Atteſt2tions of Faith applycd any part of the Scrip- 
tare to ſuch a Senle in the leaſt Tittle and Jorz of them, 1o as to 
condemn the major part of mankind to evcrlalling Fire. 

Since God hath accepted of that full Satisfaction, which hath been 
ziven to his Juſtice for the Sin of the Worlil by the Blood of the 
Croſs, it being the Godhead of Chriſt which did put an infinite 
vorth upon all that he did, and upon all that he ſuftercd, the O- 
bedicnce of God tothe Rule of the Law ſuilicing to juſtific all ſorts 
of Sinners, of what quality {ocver they be upon the Face of the 
Earth, i! they Repent and Believe, and the Blond of God given 
1p to the Sentence of the Law, being as much as Divine Jultice did 
expect for a full Satisfaction tor the univerial Breach of Gods Law 
thro:ghout the World, from the beginning to the end. 

{i Faith and Repentance may be ſuddenly wrought by the fecrer 
\Vork of the Holy Ghoſt in the Hearts of mcn who are dellitute of 
the ordinary means of Salvation. 

i Dirinc Grace and Mercy be not limited during mars Lite in 
this World to time or mcans for the Convyerlion of thole whom 
God hath choſen to ctcrnal |.fe. 

It God Governs the Worlkl / not according to the Model of onr 
Imazinations, but ) according to the good Plcalure of his Will, 
ad tiiis Government be managed tor the Glory of his grcat Name, 
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and for the gencral Good of thoſe that are in SubjeAtion to hin, 
and that certainly God will at lait be Juſtifed in his Govern:nent 
againſt the Malice of Hell ( however the S:quel of it prove )) and 
be clcar when he 1s Judged. 

If God takes no Pleaſure in the Death and Damnation of Sin- 
ncrs, but delighteth in ſhewing Mercy to the Children of men, 
and where thcre is but {ome Goodneſs ( 1. K'2. 14. 13. ) as there 
niay be in many that are without, he is well pleated witit it, ac- 
counting ſuch not far from the Kingdom of God. 

Finally if it will well become us to aſcribe unto our Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, all the Glory that can well be imagincd by us, and un- 
doubtedly this will be apart of his Glory, that his Kingdom 
ſtall be much more enlarged than the Kingdom of his Enemy the 
IYevil: For ( as the wile Preacher ſaith, Pro. 1.4. 28. ) la the mul- 
titude of People is the Kings Honour, and that this inveterate E- 
nemy may not at Jaſt with Triumphant Exultations make his boalt 
Lutttationibus robuſtis ludtatus ſum et etiam palmam Tul, with great 
wraſtlings have | wraſtlced againſt God and his Chriſt, and: 1 have 
prevailed. 

If, 1 fay, thcſe Principles be grantcd ( as they muſt unlcls we 
will dillolve a:l the Bands of Chriſtianity, only, I conteſs, 1 cannot 
be ſo pofitive in the ſecond ) what ſhould be the reaſon that this 
Opinion hath ſo long bcen tenacioufly maintained, viz. It is De- 
creed of God that the number ot thoſe that ſhall periſh for ever in 
Heil, is much greater than the Number of thole that ſhall be ſaved 
in Heaven ? It 1s (I muſt tay) an Amazement to meto ſee and hear 
the Conhdence that hath taken hold of many among us, in their 
buſie medling about this matter, affirming preſumprrouſly without 
Reaſon that which is infinitely beyond the Reach ot men or An- 
gels. 

One Author there is of reverend Antiquity ( whom Iamnat wil- 
ling here to name ) whois reported by a late Writer ( Ravanellus ) 
togive ſome reaſon for it, which indeed is comprehenſive of all 
that can be ſaid, though upon a diligent Search 1 do not hnd the 
Quotation agreeing with the pretended Original; the Words in 
the Apographon are thele, Ira eſe ut tnteiltreremus quid oninibis de- 
beretur, atq, adeo ut inde liquidins conſt arct + quanta ſit Ira dei erga pec 
catum C* Peccatores, CF quanta fit ejus Bonitas Cf Clementia er04 E- 
lettos, que eo pretiofior eſt quo paucioribus communicatur, 1deoy, mas 
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what we have all deſerved as our due, and that it may appear 
thereupon the more cleerly how great Gods Anger 1s againit Sin 
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and Sinners, and how great his goodneſs and Mercy 1s to his elect, 
which, the fewer they be that are ſaved by it, is the more preci- 
ous, and by them to be ſo eſteemed and proclaimed. 

This is all which1, for my part, have ever read or heard to be 
alledged in this caſe. 

But Judge I pray ( for 1 appeal unto all men that are able to 
diſcerne. ) Firſt, whether we may not much bettcr attain tothe 
knowledge of the juſt detert of our Sins, in a way which will more 
direQtly give us a right underſtanding therein, and which we may 
be ſure is more according to the Rule that the Spirit of God hath 
ſet ns, thanin this way of Reflexion upon others who ſhall periſ} 
in their Sins; though 1 lay not but that thisalſo may be ſometimes 
of good uſe, if it be with moderation conſidered as it ought to 
be ( which | fear is but ſelclome among moſt People. ) 

But a way (doubtleſs ) may be ſhewed unto us ( it we would 
apply our ſelves aright to the uſing of it ) which is more ſure 
and convincing : Firſt, the Conſcience which God hath let in every 
Mans Breaſt ( as it is a faithful Monitor if it may be luficred to 
ſpeak, ſoit) is in ſtead of athoulſand Witnelles againſt us all for 
our eternal Condemnation unlels Mercy prevent it. And what 
man is there, 1 except not the Heathen, who doing by nature the 
things contained in the Law, ſhew the Work of the Law written 
in their Hearts C Hom. 2. 1.4. 15. ) what man, I fay, is there, let him 
de the moſt holy, moſt humbſe, moſt zealous man for Gods Glo- 
ry that ever was in the World (except the Man Chriſt Jeſus ) in 
whom this faithful Informer hath not at one time or other done 
1115 Office in this kind of accuſing and judging ? Yea the better the 
Heart of man is, the more freedom hath it there to deal plainly 
mn ſpeaking of the Wrath which 1s to come, as due unto all men 
for $111. 

». Doth not the Written Word of God ſufficiently ſhew vnto 
as in many other places of it, that all mankind hath delerved to fail 
and periſh under this Wrath forever? Is it not written, curſe is 
every one that continveth nor in all things that are written in the 
Book of the Law ro doe them? and is it not written allo that in 
mary thinvs we oftend all ? ls it nor written, all have finned and 
come ſhort of the Glory of God, and that even the belt of us all 
are by Natvre the Children of Wrath too as others are / But there 
5no nced to nwltiply Quotations to this purpole, evident it is, 
*he Holy Scripture dorh frequently teltifie the fame Truth, that 
<nowing the Terror of the Lord, we may be perſwaded by it. 

[uuge again in the next place whether Gods Anger ag2iaft Sin 
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and Sinners hath not appeared infinitely more in the rurſed and 
cruel Death of his only begotten Son, being thereby made a Curſe 
for the Sin of the World, than if he had in his juſt Indignation 
calt the whole Race of mankind into Hell for ever; and ſhould not 
the Conlideration hereof alſo more work npon us, to make us fer- 
ſible of Gods Anger againſt Sin and Sinners, than to talke unadvi- 
{edly with our Lips of amatter whercin we are totally ignorant, 
and which will in the end prove to be (rather than that which is 
here pretended ) too bold an Intruſton into Gods Pavillion, a de 
rogatioh alſo from Chriſts Merits, and a Diſhonour to the great 
Name of our God, to whom belong Mercies and Forgivecnels, 
though to us, and to all mcn belongeth confuſion of Face for ever, 
becauſe we have rebelled againſt him. 

But what a Ward is this that followes, viz. Gods Mercy 1s the 
more Precions, :nd accordingly to bethe more magnified, the few- 
er they are who ſhall be partakersof it, or, which 1s all one, be- 
cauſe but a few ſhall be taved. 

If this be Evangclical ( God be merciful tome ) I am yet tolearn 
(after ſo many Years teaching and ſtudying the Holy Scripture ) 
what is the true Doctrine of the Goſpel oft my Lord and Malter 
Chriſt Jeſus. What, 1s it come to this? ſhall the Rich and ſuper- 
abundant Mercy of God wherein we have truſted and triumphed all 
along, be thus ſtreitncd ? accounted the more precious, becauſe 
it reacheth but toa few ? It grieves meto find ſo eminent a Leader 
in the Church, to be ſoreported of, as is here written of him, which 
to my apprehenſion ( if it be true, andlam not willing to be too 
Inquiſitive ) ſignifies that he hath let fall too foul a Blot upon his 
moſt excellent Workes, though, I confeſs, at firſt Sight, it did 
worke in me aſuſpicion of my Judgment in this Point - but let 
that ſcarching Fire of Gods Spirit try all our Workes of what fort 
they are. 

It is the manner of men ( indeed _) when Malefactors are to ſuf- 
fer according to their Demerits, to ſingle out ſome few by a Dect- 
mation, or otherwiſe as they ſhall pleaſe, to ſave them from the 
Puniſhment due unto them all, becauſe they would mingle ſome 
Mercy with their Seycrity, and the imalier the number 1s that arc 
{o ſpared, the Mercy is the more joyfully Embraced and applauded 
by them. Bur is this the manner of the Great and Good God,the 
Father of Mercics, who ſo dcelighteth in Mercy that he preferreth 
't above Sacrifice, not only the Sacrifices of his Lavs, but rhe Sa- 
critices of his Juſtice? ( for of {9 large an Extent, Ibelicve, may 
that Word of our merciful Cod be ( Hof. 6.6.) if we will accor- 
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ding to onr dear Saviours Advice { Mar. 9, 13. ) learn aright what 
1 meancth.) Gods Ways we muſt ever rememb+er, are not as our 
ayes, nor his Thovghts as our Thoughts. It is therefore a 
thing both Odio!'s and danzerons thus to fatiiom the protound A. 
byff- of Gods Infcrutable Indgments by our fimple, filly, ſhallow 
Reaſonings, and by tuch Cumparilons ( as that mult be the only 
Ground of tnis Fancy )) to level the everlalting ourgoings of his 
CGlorions Attributes to his poor Creatures w:th our arbitrary 1rant- 
ations among our ſelves, which however they may ſeem plaulible 
in the Fyes ot men, they are but fooliſhneſs with God : The Mer- 
cy of God is lo Irhnite that no Att.ction in Nature, no Dimentio:1 
or Proportion in the whole Creature hath becn fit to exprels it, 25 
the Holy Scr:pture doth abundantly make manitelt. 

Neither in Truth, will this be the manner of tho'c who hall be 
taved trom their Sins by this nfinite Mercy, to account themiclves 
the happicr becauſe they are but few, compared with them thar ſhal} 

as it 15 faid ) tor ever Perilh in their Sins. It 1sa poor Exultation 
and unworthy of Glorified Saints, fo to plcale themiclves in their 
Happinc's / as we here upon Faith do commontIy in our pctty En» 
joyments ) by ſ1ch oblique Retl; x10:15, or to take the Tile of their 
Altitude in Heaven from the depths of Hell, A man thould rathcr 
think ( charity bein” there in her utmoſt Elevation ) that it ought 
to be ſaid of them, Gods Mcrcy is to them the more Precious be- 
cauſe there are but few of their own Flood and Kind that are exclu. 
(ed fromit, fer the Glory of his Juſtice « Few Tay comparatively, 
for certain it is they will be many allo that ſha!] tal under the feve- 
rity of Gods Wrath for their lmpenitency and Unbclict. ) 

It is the bcatifical Viſion, in fecing God as hes, which workes 
Mm them a Contormity io Cod, beyond or without whach Contor- 
will never havycths 1calt detire inthem to. be happy at a!, 
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them into FELL 7 thowh they thoullt be fuch for whom ve had an 
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toved Saviour (ha; be tre more exalted, and the Kingdom of his 
Enemy the Devil tha!l be tubdned, and broughtto a ſhameful Con- 
futon, altcr alithe proud Intultations that he had made of his pre- 
Valli. 

In a \Vord, Lect St. Au/tin be heard, Scocundum prefſcientiam det et 
Fredeltinationem quam mults Oves forts ? quideſt quod dix! f qutam mul- 
1 Joes forts? quam mult Blaſphemant Chriſtum, crediturs in Chriſtim ? 
e by Oves ſuit, verwitamen modo vocem colienam audiniit, alienos ſes 
quunti7, Cc. according ro Gods forcknowledege and Predcſtinati- 
on, Chrilt hath many Sheep without, a ſtrange Word, bur not to 
be recalled, Chrift hath many She. p withour his Fold, where ma- 
ny blaſpheme Chriſt, yet may be periwaded to belieyc in him, 
Cc. and theleare ceitainly Chriſts Sheep, though now they hear 
the Voice of aStranger, and follow him, and ſtrange Gods like- 
Wile, CC. 


Some few Cuntions muſt be here adicd in the Cloſe, to prevent Aſſt abes 
119.44 may ariſe upon the precedins Diſcourſe. 


Firſt l:t not this matter be fo far prejudzcd that becauſe it dit- 
fors from what hath been commonly preached among us by ſome 
of :c0d worth and Eminency, andreceived tor a Doctrine ot Truth, 
it doth not agree with the publick Doctrine of the Church, or that 
't1s a Phnanty only of the upſtart Seft of Holders torth of new 
Lizlhts; that is far from me who here write of it, as it ſhould be 
from ail, who im vptigarneſs of Heart tender the Churches Proſpe- 
rity. Nceitier am [the firſt who have aſterted this Catholick Doet- 
rine, Rot an latcne at prelent in maintainirg :t, thongh, I confeſs, 
[| havo not fcen or heard of any, that have ſingled out this Subject; 
tt writeol it at large, as is hcre done Secundum meonſuranm Dons 
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Phanty crown up among editions Sectarics, and by them obtruded 
wponene \Vori, to {ſtrengthen their Faction, by ſhutting up all 
Picty and Irve Relivion within their Conventicles, and fſhutrins 
Ot 0; Heaven all tat willuot joyn with them intheir mad Vagy 
11cS, eveninthete our Days wherein this erroneous and unſcriptigs 
1:4 De. trine is with rov much Zeal maintained, viz. That few 
Il belay-d Ve may fee cleercly that they who follow aiy kind 
| 107 £22 molt part conclude theimktlves to be the only 
m-n, tile ar rhey that are ſtill harping upon this inring String, 
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and preſs upon the World ( not with fear and trembling which 
woul4 better become them ' but ranquam cx Cubedrs With Pride 
and Inſultation, that few only ſhali be ſaved, lo few, as if they 
had a Liit of their Names, and could almoſt ecil who they 
arc. 

Theſe 7 as a good Author hath of late written ) ſtile themſelves 
the Brethren, the Beloved of God, his Cholcr and dcar Children, 
or, as the I erm is now taken up and appropriated according to 
Phanly, his Secret oncs; drawing all Gods Promilcs to their own 
Fraternity, reprobating all others, and whatſoever 1s at any time 
ſpoken againſt them 1s ſpoken againlt God : thelc are lo ſeltcon. 
ceited that they confine Gods Mercy, lixe thoſe of Deonuns's Parry 
tothcir own Acquaintance, fo ſpiritually covetous, as it it would 
do them little Good to fit in Avrabams Bolome, unlcis they taw 
many a Dives 1n H Il. 

Hercto [| ſhall add what our Learned and Holy Biſhop $.wder ſor 
hath written in his third Sermon a4 Aulum ayainit this Pharitaical 
Arrogancy, viz. theſe alluie to them. Ives the Terms of Brother- 
hood, of Profcilors, or Chriſtianity, the Communion ot Saints, 
the Godly party, as if none but thcy were to be owned either as 
Brethren, or Profeffours, or Chriſtians, or Sairts, or Godly Men. 
Such an abtorrcncy hath this deſtructive Opinion wrought in the 
Minds of pious men that have been before us. 

And as it is deſtructive to the cternal Eſtate of many precious 
Souls, ſo may it, cſpecially by keeping, up theſe ſeparating DiltinCtis 
ons, tend ro the overthrow of Nations and Kingdoimes ; we here 
in this Nation have reaton (ov to account of it. Sure I amthe laid 
good Bithop did fo long azone ( being about fourty Years palt ) 
foretcl in a manner the diſmal Breaches which have lincc arilen a- 
mong, us thereby : his Words are thelc, v:z. 

Who knoweth of what ill Coniequence the Uiage of ſuch Appro- 
Priating and diltintive T — prove, and what evil E tiects they 
may produce i in future Times? Bur ſuch hath bcen our Milery, we 
may now ſay, who knoweth it not : ? the Experience that we have 
had hath taught us ſufficiently to know it. And we cannot but 
know that the ſame dividing Spirit ſtill haunterh us in this Nation, 
as. if we had kiown nothing, or at lealt as it we had forgotten 
the wolul cficts which this Spirit of Divizon and Deluſiou hath 
produced. 

But that I may ror doe them w rong, theſc are not the only chief 
apholders of this Opinion, there is another fort allo that joyn 
vich them, that is, the Ronia;ults, both which ( as the ſame Re. 
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verend Biſhop hath compared them ) are like Sampſon: Foxes tied 
together by the Tailes, to ſer all on-Fire, though their Faces look 
quite contrary wayes: andalbeit the former fort be too Phanraſti- 
cal and ſelfconceited, yet may thele latter likewiſe well be adjudg- 
ed, as they have been, too Fanatical. Do not theſe make their 
Church, the only Suburbs of Heaven, maintainmg expreſly that none 
can center therein but only thoſe that will paſs through their Gares, 
which in truth arc too narrow for any, yea for themlielves to cnter ? 
They, contrary to all Truth and Reaſon make the Roman and the 
Catholick Church Termes convertible, exacting eternal Communi- 
on with them, and Subjcction to their Biſhop as a condition fo cllen- 
tially requitite for the qualifying any Perſonto be a Member of that 
Church of Chriſt, out of which there is no Saleation, as that they 
have inſerted aClanſe to that purpoſe into the very definition of a 
Church, v/2. Eccliſir eft corus hominum ſub regimine Levitimo! um Pa- 
ſtorum, ac precipue unins thriſti Vicaru Romani pontificis, Whereby 
they do in eitelt adjadge all that are not under the Popes Jurifdicti- 
on and Government to everlaſting Perdition. 

And now, I belccch you, are not both theſe ſorts of People miſe- 
rably deluded by Satan, that whereas they ſpeak of the Strait Gate 
and narrow Way that leadeth unto Life, and that they have found 
it, yeathat they are the only Guides to all others rhat deſire to 
ſnudic ? they therafelves both one and the other are extreamly mi- 
{taken in their way, which, wichour Repenrance they will undoub- 
tedly find inthe end to their everlaſting Contuſton, 

This Opinion therefore having ſuch Authors and Abettors, and 
producing ſach pernicious Effects to rhe overthrow not only of 
Chrillian Charity, but of Humanity alſo, yea to the Jefi-ning, if 
not utter anrulling of Gods infinite Goodneſs ( for, b*lides what 
Papilts fooliſhly boaſt of the Church of Rowe, that there can be 
no Salyation out of it, I have heard a prime Leader among our 
Nonconformiſts Preaching m his Pulpit before a great Congreva- 
tion in this manner, what carcs Cod if he throwcs the greateſt 
part of the World into He!l? ) and heing, as it appears, without a- 

y expreſs Warrant from Holy Writ, it ſhould, to ſpeak modeſt- 
ly, be the leis regarded by us, tliough it hath been, and ſtill is 
conntcnanced by tho!2 that have been, and are ar this day of good 
citcem among vs. 

A ſecond Caution ſtall bethis, Iet no man miſtake fo far, as to 
imagine that this preceding Diſconrſe doth aim at any wider way 
that Icadeth to Lite, than the Holy Scripture, and the Chnrch fol- 
iowing the Ruiz of it, will allow. The way is plain which 1s ſet 
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before vs, vi, Jeſus Chriſt, and h2 whoiozver he be, Chriſtiai, 
or Heathen, tnat will with Faith an! { Repencaace «cep itedfaſtly in 
this way, looking upon J< 11sto the alt Galp, ac ſhall undoubtedly 
be :1ved - but no other of what Nation, Rank or Condition, or 
Palwaiwn {ocver he be thalt ever be inteceticd In this Mere 
CY. 

Should 1 here maintain,as an eminent Author of late hath Publit 
ed ina Zook called Theoln7id bc rerim, Uattaca! IT2Cul by Lac [1 ;bu 1 
of Nature without Chiiſt may attain to ſuch a Knowledg? 0! 'God, 
asis enough tor their Salvation, or as ſome of the Anticnrs cyen 
in the primitive }imcs of the Church ( as our Biiucp 1 forityue re» 


ports of them 11 his Acts and —— of the Church bceiore 


els bet Cihrilt s Incarnation, Cp. 1. $S ct. v6.) have held that 
a7 Tallitiz. tie Heathen by following _ 4 Rules ol Þ bilotoply 

| may be ſaved, and tn: t Pluiviophy was nc cellary LO 
Juſtihcation, not alone antecedently by way of Ailiſtance in pro- 
moting or furthering ſaving Knowledge, but properly, Pri nacily, 
and of it lelt; ( theſe are the Words of my Author,the 
ſaid Biſhop ) or ſhould I ſay, as others in tlicle times, 
that the ſweet Diſpoſition of good humoured men 
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approve them uato God, an:] bring them to Heav cn, I may jultly 
fall under the premiled Cenlure, though my adkerence to ſich 
Opinions would have added ſome Strength to my premiled Po- 
ſition. 

But for my part, the Scenic of my good Mother the Holy Church 
of England hall, next to the Holy Scripture, be my Guide here- 
in, and ſhe in the eightcerith Article of our Conlelſion cntirled 
ro eternal Salyation only by the Name of Cirilt, thus belceiy- 
cth. 

They are to be b:14 as Curſcl, whe preſume to Jy, every mu ſhall 
be ſaved by the Lay or Sctt which ne profefjeth, ſo th.it he be d li; Jont 
ta frame his Lite, according totyat Law, anudihe Lin of Nature, 

the Holy Scripture detls ſet out ito 115, onely the Name of Feſtus Of 
whereby men majt be ſaved. 

Thyshath the Church given Judgment in tis caie, and thns do 
I herenpon aftirm that where there is nothing : of Chriſt, no Interelt 
in him by Faith, nor no Inilucnce from him by his Spirit, there 
4 4. Ca be no Salvation. St. Auſtin 1s very punctual here: 
ihe. ba. 4- in, Qu: curguan promittit ſal em ſore Chrijto, mſcio u- 

trum ipje ſalutem. havere pojſit in Ch ſeu, i, e, Whoſo- 
cyer he be that promiſeth Salyation to any without Chrilt, I 
queſtion 
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queſtion , whether he himſelf may ever be ſaved by Chriſt. 

A modern Divine renders it thus, as all the Stars ſhining toge- 
ther in the Firmament do not make Day, it is the Light of the Sun 
only candoit; fo all the Sweetneſs that can be found in corrupt 
Nature, and all the Virtues that have been famous inthe Heathen, 
are of themſelves defeftive in point of eternal Salvation, it is an 
Honour peculiar to Chriſt alone to bring it to pals. 

True it is, the Mettle of theſe Virtues and Sweetneſs 1s very 
good, but if they totally want the Image and Superſcription of 
Chriſt upon them, they will never paſs for currant before almighty 
God. Only, I fay ſtill, the way, and manner, and time, and mea- 
{ure of this Signature is in the Hand of God, neither are weto be 
{9 bold, as to {ct Bounds thereunto, or to border out the King- 
dom of God, and the many Manſions in it to afew particular Fa- 
vourites of our own, according to our Fancies. The Lord know- 
etl them that are his ( ſaith the Apoſtle, 2. Tim. 2. 19.) we 
know them not; this is his Seal whereby at all times and n all pla- 
ces far and ncar he marketh them he hath appointed to Salvation, 
their Names are written in the Lambes Book of Life, whichis 
laid up in A-chivis, that is in hisown Cuſtody far beyond our 
Reach. 

Only this we know, Faith and Repentance ( as rt hath been here 
often ſaid ) muſt be wrought in the Hearts of Men, before they 
can be capable of Gods Mercy in the ſaving of their Souls ; but 
how they are wrought there at all times is a Miſtery unknown ro 
vs. Clouds and thick Darkneſs arc about the Pavillion of God, 
lect not filly man then dare to Remove them. 

To conclude this particular ( Biſhop Mountague ) whom I men- 
tioned before hath writtcuat large very learnedly concerning this 
Subject, proving cven againlt 7uſtin Martyr, Clemens Alexandrinus, 
Epiphanins,St.Cl;ryſoſtome and others the good Servants of God (who 
had, it ſeems, imbibed this Erroncous Opinion of the Salvation of 
the Heathen, that the Heathen who excelled in Moral Virtues did 
not, could not attain Eternal Salvation without Chriſt ; neither 
was he alone in waintaining this fundamental Truth, but had as it 
appears, St. Auſtin to joyn with him in ſeycral places ot his 
\Vorkes. 

At length he ſhuts up that his elaborate Diſcourſe in this man-» 
ner. Since Pelazins and his Scftaries undertook againſt the Grace 
of God in Chriſt, the Value, Force, and extent thereof, it hath 
been more exactly canvaſled aud more perſpicuouſly cleered, and 
{o more generally received than formerly, viz. that the — 
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of Cliri!t tobe ſent, and to come into the World as a Medator, 
Redecmer, Saviour of Ma: kind, was of ab{olute neceſlity to Sal- 
vation in ſome Degree or other more or leis, inall Ages and times, 
ſince Adam recovered aiter his Fall, and had that Promiſe of Grace 
made unto him, vz. the Secd of the Woman thall break the Ser- 
pents Head. 

Athird Caution which even plain neceſſity requires ſlrould be 
bereallo inſerted ( though loumewhat of it is given before) is to 
warn all thoſe whom God hath Cholcn to be a People ( like his IC 
ractof old) near unto him, and among, whom he youchſafeth to 
record his name, I mean, ſuch as have been by the Sacrament oft 
Baptiſm ſolemnly admitted into the Houlehold of Faith, which 
is his Church, that they bewarc how they take occaſion herehence 
of ſlacking their Zeal in his Service which he hath required of them, 
and to which they have deyoted ——— 

For (as Moſes tells Airon, Lev. 10. 3.) God will be ſanttified in 
them that come nigh unto him, and before all the People he will be gle- 
rified; So let us allo conlider, it is no {mall Privilege that is gran- 
ted tous.to becvlled and called out of the Wilderneſs : of this World, 
where we were dclolate and foriorn, to come and dwell in the 
Houſe of God, to ſee his goings in thc Sanctuary, to hear the joy- 
ful Sound, the Sound of his Goſpel, his Holy Name and Prailes 
{i OUr Aſſemblies and Congregations, to be under his continual 
Care of Inſtrutting us, of protectin g us, of providing for us: a 
mighty engageinent therefore lieth upon us to walk worthy of his 
Grace. to be Holy as he is Holy in all manner of Converſation, 
and to give all Diligence that the more maniteſtations we have of 
Gods Prelence with us, we encreaſe the more in Holineſs, in 
Knowledge, and in Zeal for Gods Glory. Otherwile, if we pro- 
phane the Holy Name of our God, by ancglizent and perfancto- 
ry dilcharge of our Duty in any kind, we ſhall certainly provoke 
bis Diſpicaſure againlt us. 

But if any among us, calling upon the Name by th rd ſhall 
upon this acconve of Gods nſini-e Mercics towar Bev major part 
of markind, preſume, inſtead oi departing from! Iviquity, ro take 
the more Liberty to themſelves in tullilling treir own ungodly 
Luits, hoping that they may notwithſlan ling at the laſt get into 
Heaven 11 the I hrong, as the uſual \Vord 1s, they ſhall without 7 
fpeedy Repeatance, undonbtedly find to their evcrlaſting Woo 
ard Sorro'y, that it (hall be more toicrablc in the Day of Jud 
ment for the Heatlien than tor them. For then (as we read 1:1 
the Golrel, which may have a Reference hereto ) micry [tell cor 
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from the Eaſt, and from the Weſt, and from the North, and from the 
Seuth, and ſhall fit down with Avraham, Iſa, 'C, and Jacob in the King” 
arm of Heaven:, but the Children of the Kt 100018 ( obierve it, ſuch 
as have heen lo degenerate, as to makc themlelyes by their yn- 
natural Rebcllions againſt their good King and rcitcrated Dj;ſobe- 
diences to his Law unworthy of this Honour and 1; ppinels ) [bak 
be caſt wmto outer Darknrſs, there ſhall be weepiag aud gnaſluing of 
Teeth. 

It is aReſemblance which the Holy Ghoſt uſeth in Scripture, 
viz. as the Ground which is well manured ſhould ( according to 
expectation) pay tor the Pains and Coſt which is beſtowed upon 
it, by ycilding ijomewhat a proportionable return to them, by whom 
it is dreſſed, and it ſhall thereupon receive bleſſing from God, to 
wake it morc Fruitful, but it it bearcth Briars and Thornes, it is 
rejected ( accounted a reprobate Picce ) and is nzgh 
unto Curſing, whole end 1s to be burned ( Heb.6. 8.) "Avayucy 
Right ſo will it be with that ?cople, who are Gods 
Husbandry, ſuch whom he hath in his abundant Goodneſs ſevered 
from the wild and waſte Deſart of the World, and made as a Gar- 
den encloſed tor his Delight and Solace, planting and watering and 
fencing it about witha Wall reaching up unto Heaven, that is, Pro- 
tecting it from Forein Incurſions, and caſting out the Stones, that 
is, freeing it from annoyances within; If now it bear Fruir, well, 
the end ſhall be everlaſting Life, it ſhall! be aParadiſe of Pleaſure 
unto God for cver, 

But if after all is done, it will, inſtead of ſweet Hearbs, which 
arethe Fruits of the Spirit (ſuch as the Apoſtle writeth of Gzl. 5. 
20.,) bring forth nothing but rottcn, filthy, noifom Weeds of 
Sinand Wickedneſs, the Fruits of the Fleſh, odious and abomina- 
ble in the Sight of God, diſappointing his Expettation, and fru- 
ſtrating all the Labour and Ch arge that hath been ſpent upon it, 
what remaineth for ſich but a certain fearful looking for of Judg- 
ment and fiery indignation burning to Heil? yea more Fewcl ſhall 
be added to their Tophet to make their Torments greater in that 
bottomleſs Pir, than ſhall he to theirs, who ncver had the Dewcs of 
Heaven, nor the Fatneſs of Gods Ear th, that is,neither the Inilucnces 
of Gods Spirit upon their Heerts, nor the fertile Operations of his 
Word in their Ears to make them froirful. 

This will be the woeſul lor of all careleſs and prefimptnons 
\Wretches,who having the Light of the Knowledge of the Glory 
of God ſhining round about them, yet will love Darkneſs rather 
than Light: This is and ſhall be the Condemnacion, the damning 
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Sin above all other,. which will ſink: men deepeſt into 
7ob.3. 19. Hell, for the Mouth of the moſt righteous Judge hath 

ſpoken it. Yeaonce and twice hath it been pronoun- 
ced by him, He that knew his Lords Wil, and prepared: not himſelf, 
neither did according to his Will ſhall be beaten with many Stripes, but 
be that knew it not, and did commit things worthy of Stripes, ſhallbe 
beaten with few Stripes, Luk, 12. 47-45. 

And who will not now ſay, good Reaſon it ſhould beſo? for when 
by the Preaching of the Goſpel men have heard of the cruel and 
numberleſs multitude of Stripes which Chriſt endured for them, 
and have bcen ſufficiently convinced that with his Stripes they may, 
if they will, among other poor Sinners, be healed ( as the Prophets 
word is ) find ſpiritual Health, everlaſting Life and Salvation, yet 
theſe Stripes, and Wounds, and Bruiſes roo of. the moſt tender 
Virgin-Body of the Son of God are made of no account with them. 
Is it not j1;ſt and meet they ſhould more than other, who never 
heard of Chrilt, fallunder the Laſh of Gods Wrath, and be made 
to feel the Stripes of his incenſed Juſtice among Devils, with whom 
they ſhall have, according to their Delerts Stripes above meaſure ? 
for wnto whomſoever ( ſaith Chrilt again) much is given, of them ſhall 
be much required, meaning according to that Degree of Knowledge, 
God hath afforded to any, ſo ſhall their Crimes receive aggravation 
of Guilt and increaſe of Puniſhment, and the more Light and Grace 
God vouchſafeth to any People, the greater Diligence in his Scr- 
rice will be expected. 

\Whbich manner of dealing is commonly to be feen among our 
iclves, for ſo it followeth in our Sayiours \Vords, viz. to whom 
men have committed much, ot them will they expect and ask the 
more: But if they fail in their Trult, do we not account them 
worle Encemics unto us, than thoſe in whom we have put the lcfs 
Confdence, vea or than thoſe that deal in;urioully with us, whom 
we never truited ? 

The holy Prophet in the Pſalm makes his Complaint to ſome ſuch 
Purpoſe, laying, it was not an Enemy that reproached me, then 
{ could have borne it ( meaning 1 could have borne it more pat!- 
ently ) neither was it he that hated me that did magnific himlelt a- 
fainſt me, then 1 would have hid myſelt from him ( 1 could have 
orevented it more eaſily ) but it was one whom I had obliged,or2 
that pretended much Kindneſs |:kewife unto me, one who had made 
2 ſhew of Piety, and who jayned wit" me in going to the Hov'e 
of God, one to-whoin 1lhad opened my wiole Heart and Soul,mac! - 
wo my Guide and my Cowlciiour; this was it, it ſeems, tit: 
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moſt grieved' him. And as the well known Story reporteth of 
Fulins Ceſar, this was it that ſtruck him to the Heart more than all 
the Stabs that were given him inthe Senate-Houſe, when 
he ſaw Marcus Brutus to be his Enemy. A cold Wind 
from the South whence refreſhing and'pleaſant Gales are 
expected is intollerable, ſo where a kind requital for Love is due, 
there to meet with Ingratitude, is a thing moſt odions in the hear- 
ing of all men, and he that ſhall ſo offend though in nota 
other things he may be cxcuſable, yet for this alone 2m Po;e. 
he will be judged as one unworthy of the Sight and y7;x, 
Preſence of all mankind. 

is this then the manner of men to be more. ſenſible of Injuries 
done by Perſons endeared and obliged, than of thoſe that arc done 
by Enemies or Strangers ? do we expect from one another Love for 
Love, abhorring thoſe that arc Ungrateful ? and can wethink ( for 
a Compariſon in this cate may hold very well ) that the Jealous and 
Righteous God, when he vouchſafcth his gracious Preſence to thola 
that are in Covenant with him, daily loading them with his- Bene- 
ſits to the end they may ſerve him without Fear in Rightcouineſs 
and true Holineſs, that he will endure to be ſleighted by them whom 
he hath ſo much obliged? that he will ſuffer with Impunity his 
Royal Law to be made Void, his Ordinances, which are the Glory 
of his Kingdom, and the moſt clear demonſtrations of his Grace 
and Goodneſs to the Children of men inthis World to be deſpiſed ? 
Will he be partial in Judgment by giving a connivance to us in-our 
Sins becauſe we are in Covenant with him ? no doubtleſs, he will 
never da it, 1t will be too great a Diſhonour to him in- the Face of 
the World, yca he ſhould annihilate his very Nature and Eſſence, 
tor take away his Juſtice, and his Being is ipſo- fatto diſſolved. Nei- 
ther would the Merits of his Son be a Salvo herein unto him, unicis 
Faith and Repentance do both together, in-duc time cnter the! 
Plca for us againſt the Accuſations of the Law: which Plea (*tis 
true ) wilk ( according to what is before faid)) be received without 
a Demurrer : butit is very rare in ſuch preſumptuous Deſperadocs, 
who have 1a their Jollity made Mercy it ſelf a Mockery, and 
wickedly abuſcd that Goodneſs: which would have lcd them to Re 
ICentance. 

It concerns us then to look well about us; that we be not deli 
dd with this Satanical Sophiſtry, ſo as to ſay in our Hearts becauſe 
ve are in Covenant with God, we ſhall have Peace, though we walk 
7 in the Imaginations of cur Hearts, adding Iniquity unto [niqui- 
ty; tor dreadtfvl are the Threatnings that are gone out of the Monti 
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of the Lord againſt this bold Preſumption. And we cannot bur 

* 1 PR know, it bath becn Gods uſial wont when he entreth 

Te. 18, 29, 1000 Judgment to be 1o far trom partiality that he 

red 2. 2. con.nonly begins with thoſe of his own Houſe. You 
on'y ( laith God } bave I known of all the Families of 

the Earth, therefore will I pronſh you ( firft ) for your Inaquaties. 

Inthort, upoa thc whole matter let it be confidered, how horrid 
a Pretumption it is, and how near to that great Sin which is unpar- 
donable, for ſuch as we who arc the Yaptiſed of the Lord, who 
avec taited the good Word of God, and the Powers of the *'Vorld 
ro coine, for us, 1 fay, to cnconraze onr ſelves hercupon in any 
evil matter whatſoever, what is this but to do deſpite to the Spi- 
rit of Grace to crucific to our {clves the Son of God afreſh, and to 
put him to an-open Shame ? 

A lourth Cantion that ſeems here fit to be entred, in few Word 
is this, though Gods Mercy in the Salvationof the World is not 
to be limired to fuch as arc publickly called by his Name, but may 
be, and is often extended to others that are Strangers unto him,yet 
Mould not this be an hinderance to any who ſeek and endeavour 
the Converſion of thoſe that are withont God in the World - but 
as Divine Providence fhall lead them, or any of us to ſo wood a 
Work, it is our Duty to undertake it for the enlargement of Chriſts 
Kingdom amonglt men, which will be the advancement of his 
Glory, that he may Rule here in the midſt of his Enemies, and 
that trom the rifing of the Sun, to the going down of the ſame, 
that is, trom the Falt Ids ( as they are now called ) tothe Welt 
his Name may bc great amony the Heathen, as the Lord himſclt 
hath ſpoken it, viz. al. r.11. 

In the firſt place, let not this preceeding Diſcourſe of the infinite 
Merci.s of God to his poor Creatures fall under a Prejudice, be- 
caule ſome other few 1 exts of Scripture that ſeem to contradict 
it, have not hecn here withal taken into Conſideration : The plain 
Truth is, it was necdlels to intermeddle with them in this calc, 
not becaule they arc but few, b-ing but one or two at the moſt, 
for | coniels thcreis not any Part of the written Word of God, 
bt i5 of greater cxcellency than the Sun in the Firmament, an«l 
theioforc ſhnulll not be fNlizhted by us. Yet ſceing they are but few, 
ir may thereupon be well tufpected that the Senſe of them, as to this 
great merter, hath been miitaken; for why, it is more than pro- 
bal: tt atif God had Decreed the maior part of mankjn« toe- 
tornal Perdition,the Scripture wherem God hath revealed his whole 
Mind COMccraing var luture Eitate after this World would have 
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given ſome cleer Light to the Church by a frequent intimation of 
his everlaſting Decree and Purpoſe herein, that fo knowing per- 
fettly the Terrour of the Lord, we might all be periwaded by ir, 
and rouſed up ont of our ſinful Security, to give all diligenceto 
make our Calling and ElcCtion fure. 

Bur no ſuch matter is Revealed unto us ( there being enough be- 
ſides written in Scripture to thoſe cnds ) for as for thoſe other 
places of Scripture, which are and have been inſiſted upon, I 
doubt not but it ſhall be here made evident that they are mi- 
Itaken, 

Firſt that Word which our Saviour ſpake, Lvb. 12. 32. viz. 
Fear not little Flock, it 15 Jour Fathcrs wood Pleaſure 0 orve yore the 
Kinrlom. Herehence it 15 commonly iaid , doth Chriſt call his 
Flock a little Flock, and ſhall not we call it ſo too? Yes, God 
forbid that we ſhould call it otherwiſe; if hemeant it of his whole 
Church throughout the World ( as It muit be confeiled that only 
iS his Flock, which he takes care of, in watching over them, in 
feeding them, in defcnding them, in reſcuing them when through 
their going aſtray they fall into Danger) is but little in compa- 
ril-nof thoſe that are wandring abort in the wild and deſolate 
Wilderncſs of the World, if fo, I fay, this Conccilion will not nc- 
celſſarily infer ſuch a Concluſion as rath heen wont to be imagined, 
from it, for Chriſt hath other Sheep in the World, ſuch as we know 
not of, whom he will, as he faith, bring into his Fold, when thoſe 
that core in laſt ſhall be preferred beſore the firſt, at which time 
this terine of little Flock, n reſpect of number 1« not to be appro- 
priated to it, for then (hall they be as the Stars of Heaven fe 
multitude, and as the Sand of theSca that cannot he meaſured nor 
aumbered. 

Bur this Senſe of our Sayiours Words in this place concernin? 
the univerſal Church, is but an hypothetical Conjecture, that which 
13 more certain 3s this, Chiift here ſpeaks ro his Diſciples only, 


who nwcre at that time his conſtant attendants and his pecultiay 


Care, vihom head tazcn into his own tuition and Charge, and 
accordingly did make Proviſion for them during all the rime that 
they followed hims ond tlough they were encompaſſed about with 
Danger by 1caion of their Attendance vpon him, and ſhould after 


| his departurc fron them meet with m::ch Trouble, yet he bids 


them not fear, for they ſhall have a full Reward given them, it is 
{ {aith he) the Fathers good Plcaſure to give you the Kingdom ; 
where (2 it is promiſed them, Afar. 19. 28.) they ſhould fir upon 
twelve Tiiones Judging the twelve Tribes of /f-ael. Signify- 
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ing ( asa good Writer renders the Senſe ) ye that are now my Di- 
ſciples, have conſtantly followed me and continued with me in my 
Temptations, leaving all for my ſake, ye ſhall alloon as | come to 
ry Kingdom be highly honoured ani rewarded by me, and not 
only ſo, but in the new Age and State which 15 to come here in this 
World after my Aſcenſion, when all things ſhall become new, you 
fnall have a Power in the Church Inſtated on you, as my Succel- 
ſours, ſomewhat proportionable to that of the ſeveral Rulers of 
the Tribes among the Jews : to this purpole allo is that Promile 
which he made them, Luk. 22. 29. [bequeath unto you 4a Kingdom, 
as my Father hath appointed unto me, that ye may eat an4 di" at my 
T.chle in my Kingdom, and ſit on Thrones, cc. that is, that you be 
next unto me, and have at my departure the Power of Goycrning 
the Church, which was aCtually fulkllcd in all places whereloever 
the Kingdom of Chriſt was ſect up by the preaching of the Gol- 
pcl. 

Thele things conſidered, the alorclaid Word of our Saviour 
concerning his Flock, calling it little, cannot be meant of the num- 
ber of Gods Elcct all the World over ordained to Life Etcrnal, as 
it hath been miſinterpreted by tome too lon;; a time. 

Nor doth the Holy Scripture intend any fach Senſe of Gods E- 
ternal Election, where it 1s ſaid many are call:d, but few are choſen. 
e.g. in Me. 20. 16- Theſe Words are written, but evident it is 
they refer only to the Parable betorcgoing, in which they that 
went laſt to Work in the Vineyard are made equal with the firſt 
who had born the Burden and Heat of the Day, and this is rcn- 
drcd as aReaſon of it, for many are called, but few are choſen, 
11:niſying that whoſocyer have the Reward it is not for the Works 
tie, but it is in the Lords Choice whom he will prefer, and 
vouchſafe his ſpecial Favour unto, in the diſtributing his Reward. 
Aud that which we are to learn herchence is, God hath his ſpecial 
and choice Favourites among his bzloved People, ro whom he 0» 
peneth his Mind more freely than he will unto othcrs: the Apple 
oi the Eye ( as one makes the Compariſon )) is dcarer unto a man 
than the whole Frame and Circle about it, the Signet upon the 
right Hand in more regard, either for the Matter. or for the Form,or 
tor the Ute whercto it lerveth, than all his other Ornaments, a 
writing in the Pales of his lands more carefully preterved than 
all his other Papers and Records. Doubtletis there are ſome ſew a- 
man; the reſt of their Brethren, whom Cod doth tender as the 
Apple of his Eye, weare 25 a Signet upon his Finger, engrave as a 
writing in the Palmes of tis Hands, and with whom is the Secret of 
the Loid, and his hidden T1 rcalures. St, 
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St. Part was a choſen Veſſct to bear the name of Chriſt before 
the Gentilos, Ge. ( AF. g. 15.) abave the other Apoſtles, and 
according tohis EleCttion: he laboured more abundantly than they * 
all did, yet were they all the called of the Lord, aud imteretled-in 
one and the fame Hope of 'their Calling. St John was the belt be» 
loved Diſciple of Chriſt, and might lean tn his Boſom, yet lad 
the reſt of the Apoſtles the privilege to ſit with him at the 1 able, 
And did henot prefer Petey and the two Sons of Zevedre ( where- 
of the ſaid Fob was one ) when he led them apart into a Mountain, 
to make them Eye-witneſles of his Transſiguration, Mar. 17. 1.7 
And after that in chuſing the ſame men from the reſt of their tol- 
low Apoſtles to keep him company, and to watch with him when 
he was tn his Agony, overwhelmed with Sorrow ? 

Yea, even here in this Parable, are not thoſe that came in laſt to 
work in the Vineyard,as mych tavuured as thoſe that had beenthere 
hefore them ? the Lahourers indeed rook Offence therear, but the 
good Houſeholder, who is God himſelf, juſtifieth his own Act a» 
gainſt their cauſcleſs Exceptions, allerting his Liberty ro do what 
he will with his own; neither is there auy Wrang done to:them, 
though he prefers one before another, fo long, as the firſt as well 
as the laſt, have a fnll Reward given them. As at a publick Dole a mul» 
titude may be called toit, but it lieth in the Breaſt of the charita- 
ble Donour to diſtribate it as he plealcth, pollibly, to forme few 
whom he chuſeth out he may be morc liberal than he tis to the relt, 
and no man may ask him why he doth fo? Even thus will God dif» 
poſe of his Bounty tv his poor Servants, as feemeth good unto him, 
( without rendring an account to any, which cannot juſtly be re» 
quired of him) to give unto the laſt that entreth ito Covenant 
with him ( though they doe him bur little Service ) as he giveth to 
the firſt who had been labouring all the day, yea to ſet the laſt be» 
fore the firſt, and the firſt after the laſt, that it may appear it is 
not, as hath hecn before laid, for the Works ſake C which the Jea- 
lous God doth much diſdain) that his Goodnets'is more enlarged 
to ſome few, but that whatſoever Favour is ſhewed cither to one 
or other, it is Grace and Grace alone that they have it vouchtaFd 
unto them; ior why ? God will never endure that any man ſhould 
boaſt in his Preſence, ( to which weare all for the molt part very 
apt. ) Upon this account St.' Paul exprefly Diſavows it, not of works, 
ſaith he, /-/# any man ſhonld boaſt, Eph. 2.9, | 

This 1 take to be the true Senſe of this Scripture, and ſo is it of 
the other where the ſame words are uſed Mar. 22. 14. 

The fixt and laſt Caution that ſbajl be here put in, isthis, viz. 
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whereas it is written, Wide is the Gate and Broad is the Way that 
leadeth to Deſtruftion, and many there be that go in thereat, but Strait 
is the Gate and Narrow is the Way that leadeth unto Life, and few 
there be that find it, the meaning whereof hath certainly beenmuch 
miſtaken, yet | ſay not, but that theſe Words carry in themſuch 
a Senſe, which may and will, bcing rightly conſidered, rouze us all 
up out of our carnal Security, and make us fall to our Work, viz. 
the working out of our own Salvation, as with fear and tremb. 
ling, ſo with zll Care and Diligence, and to ſtrive according to 
our Saviours Warning ( Luk. 13 24- ) with all our might to enter 
m at the Strait Gate, tor without doubt, though they ſound ter- 
ribly, yet is there an Evangelical Truth in them, ſuch as hath been 
before declared, but to hold that our Saviour ſpake them Dogma. 
tically, as if it wes fo decreed of the Father from Eternity thar 
few ſhould be ſaved, for my part can by. no means conſent unto it ; 
for what would that fignify but that he did Preach Condemnation 
to the major part of mankind ? Which Doctrine certainly could 
not well agree with the Anointing which be had from the Spirit of 
the Lord God ( Zh. 4. 18.) nor with the Commiſſion which he 
had received from the Fathcr, for God ſent not his Son mto the World 
ro condemn the World, but that the World throuth him nmnyhbt be ſaved, 
( Zeb. 3.17.) and accordingly he ſaith, [came not to judge the World, 
but to ſave the World ( Joh. 12. 7.) 

Neverthelcſs it is as true that to. the Unhelicvers and Impent. 
rent, ſich as were the Scribes and Pharilecs who traduced his Per- 
jon, deipilſed his Do:trine, and ipake evil of his Miracles, he ſpas 
red not to proclaim Woe upon Woe: nor was it inconliſtent with 
his Commillon fo tv do, for it was as good Golpel as the other. 
was to preach the glad Tidings of Salvation. He came, as he faith, 
rw ſcek, and ſave tnat which was leſt, and he will favc themin ſuch 
a way as ſeeiteth goud wito him, tometimes by the Sp-rit of mcek- 
nels periwading and inviting men to Repentaace, and ſometimes 
by (taking the Rad over them. Bur tor {ach as are obſtinate 1:1 
their Wickednels, and wiil by no mzc2ns be reclaimed from their. 
Sins, he 1aith to them, for Jud: mint am I come into the World 
taut they which fee rot ( that 1s will not Ice J mph be made blind 
( Job. g. 49. ) which is a Judgment ( queltioniels ) very dreadful, 
yea what worie can be imagined than to be [truck with a ſpiritual 
Bl:ndncſs? a blindnels that brings ſuch a thick Darxnefs upon the 
Svul- of raan, that though the Light of the Knowledge of 
the Glory of God ihincth clearly about nim, yet 1 he not 
abie to. diſcern it, bye; walks o2 fill in derknets ul he fall in- 
fo, 
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to the miſt or blackneſs of Darkneſs, which will hold for ever. 

But here a doubt muſt of neceſſity be reſolved, doth Chrilt ſay 
that he. came not tojudge the World, and doth he ſay alſo that for 
Judgment he did come into the World ? doth he the ſame thing, 
which he 1aith he doth not ? is Chriſt divided ? is there yea and 
nay in the Word of Truth, and dillenſion in the Spirit of Unity ? 
God forbid any of us ſhould ſo think, much leſs write or teach lo; 
certainly there is a Truth in both theſe ſayings, which is molt 1n- 
fallible: but how then ſhall we reconcile them ? for my part I can- 
not better unriddle this Doubt, than in the Words of a molt learn- 
ed and rightreverend Author Dr. Edward Reynolds, Biſhop of No. 
wich, who, in hisExplicationot the one hundred and tenth Pſalm, 
thus writeth ; there are two events of Chriſt's coming, the one 
Principal and by him intended,the other Accidental and Occalional, 
growing out of the Indiſpoſition of the Subject unto whom he was 
lent. The Main and Ellential Buſineſs of the Goſpel of Chriſt is to 
declare Salvation, and to ſet open unto men a Dvuor of eſcape from 
the Wrath to come; but when men wilfully ſtand out and neglect 
lo great Salvation, then Secondarily doth Chriſt prove unto thoſe 
men aStone of Offence, and the Goſpel a Savour of Death unto 
Neath. As that Potion which was intended for a Cure by the Phy- 
ſitian may upon occaſion of the indiſpoſedneſs of the Body, and ſtuh- 
born Radicationof the Diſeaſe, haſten a mans end ſooner than the 
Diſeaſe it ſelf would have done: ſo that to the wicked the Word 
of God isa two-edged Sword indeed, anEdge in the Law, andan 
Edge in the Goſpel, they are on cyery ſide beſet with Condemnation, 
if they go tothe Law, that cannot fave them, becauſe they have 
broken it, it they go to the Goſpel, that will not ſave them, be- 
cauſe they have conternned it. 

In ſhort, this we ſee was our Saviours Work after he had entred 
upon his Office, viz, to preach Salyation to all thoſe that would 
believein him, and to preach Damnation to the Unbelievers and 
Impenitent. And this, if we will make full Proof of our Miniltry, 
muſt he ours who are his Miniſters. A neceſſity is laid upon us, 
and woe will be to us if we preach not the Goſpel, yea and woe 
will be tous if we preach not the Law; knowing the goodneſs of 
the Lord we are to perſwade men to Repentance, and 
when we know alſo the Terrour of the Lord muſt we 
be ſilent? no in no wiſe, we are, ſaith St. Paul, up- 
on that account to perſwade likewiſe ; but if Perſwaſions will do 
no good, we are to terrify them with the threatnings of the 
Law. 


2. Cor. 5» 
il. 
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Exampleswe have alſo -of the Servants of God upon Scripture- 
record. Prophets and Apattles, who were wont not only to bind 
vp the broken-hearted, but to batter the Hard-hearted with the 
Hammer of the Law that they- might be broken, they did Preach 
Liberty to the Captives, and Captivity |: kewile to the Libertines. 
©t what Spirit think ye was the Apoſtle Paul when he made Ezhx 
to tremble, preaching to him of Righreonſneſs, Temperance, and 
Judgment to come ! or when he rebuked E!y=:45 the Sorcerer with 
indignation as hot as Fire, O fill of all feveilty and mrſchicf,, thou 
Child of the Devil , thou Ee. my of all Righteouſneſs, &c. or St. 
Peter when he had ro do with Simon Ataous, telling him to his 
Face ( thoug|! he was in his time accounted Tis wtyes; ſome great 
one ) !h4 he was wm the Gall of Bitterneſs, and wm the Bond of 
Iniquity * or Toh: Baptiſt when he told Herod 11534t he ſhowld net 
marry Flerodias his Brother Philips Wife ? or Fames and John whom 
Chriſt himſclt Sirnamed Beanerres, Sons of Thunder, their Doct- 
rine being, tuch, asſhak*d the World with Terrour ? ( tor Fames 
was killed by Herod Arrippato pleale the Jews, who, it ſeems, pro- 
bably, were madded with his Preaching, and 7obz was as Thunder 
and Lightning to the Hereticks that role up attcr the Death of the 
other Apoitles, as Eccletiaſtical Hiſtory makes manitelt. 

As the Apoſtles were, in this Senle, 1tzal Preachers, fo were the 
Prophets betorethem ; they did not run into Corners to ſmother 
the Will ot him that fent th:m, bur with much Confidence cryed 
aloud and ſpared not to tc]! the Greateſt they were ſent unto, 
their Tranſgrefſions and rhe Wrath that hung over them tor their 
Sins. Did not Nethmr ſay unto David, thor art the man, Pronoun- 
cing withal a terrible Judgment that {1:0uld fall upon him and his 
Houſe? and whata dreadful Mellage was that which Elj.4h ſent to 
Feroboam the King of Iſrael? and that which Eliqah pronounced up- 
on Ahab and his Poſtcrity? durſt Zfich4is tell him the laid Abab, 
hz: ſhould rot go vÞ to Ramoth Gilead to Fattel, when notwith- 
ſtanding he knew the Kings Wrath would be enxindled againſt 
him for it ? and was not the Spirit of X/:{h9a notably quickned by 
the Spirit of God, when he ſaid to 7eboram a wicked and Idola- 
trous King, what have I ro doe with thee? net thee to the Pre- 
phers of thy Father and the Propncts of thy Aother , though he 
knew that the King had ſo much to doe with him, that if he had 
but ſaid the Word to tlie meanelt Servant that ate tlic Salt of 
his Court, £9 and take his Head tcom him, tie would liave done 
if” 

Theſe Examples may ſuſſice to ſlew rnato us tic Faiti:fobnefs 


” 
*s- 
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4nd Zeal of the Servants of God, Apoſtles and Prophets, how with. 
particular Application to the Stouteſt that bare an Head, baye 
frecly made known Gods Diſpleafure for Sin by Smart Repre+ 
heniions, as well as by Gentle Perſwalkions. 

Ob. But theſe were men of an extraordinary Spirit. 

Sol. What then? are not Miniſters now to deliver the whole 
Counlel of God, as well as other before them ? or are we fallen 
into ſuch times wherein men live more Righteouſly, more Soberly, 
more Holy than heretofore, and ſo we may be ſaved the Labour of 
Reprchending, and making our Philipicks and Declamations a- 
eainſt the World for Sin? 1 wiſh it were (0, but alals ala(s: how can 
we forbcar this part of our Office in pronouncing indignation apd 
Wrath, Tribulation and Anguiſh upon every Soul of man that 
doth Evil, when {ſo little of the Power of Godlinels appears a- 
mong(t us, when Zeal is accounted madneſs, and to be pious ina- 
ny kind isto be cxpoled to Contempt, when Atheilm gives Check 
to Chriſtianity it lelf, and all manner of Debauchcry groweth upto 
a prodigious height, eſpecially when Laſciviouſneſs sjþecome Mag- 
naturm Ludas, as Eraſmus called it, and that unmanly - _ 

Vice of Drenkennels is ſo common among all ſorts, 5 Me 
there bring now adays Gallmto, Flanto, Ranto; Drunk- Parner Dh 
ardsas frequently to be ſeen in our Streets as drutik- 

cn Beggars? 

Is then the Spirit of Eb {ufhcient for theſe times? is it a time 
noi to be mcaly-mouthed, to ſouth up Sins with Plaulible Euphemiſ 
mes, and good, ( or rather bad) Conſtructions? away with ſuch 
Lukewarmnels! never was there more need of a Rowling Soul-Jearch- 
ing Miniſtry - let men judge of us what they pleaſe,caſting upon rs 
lmputations of railing,yct muſt we not [pare to Rebuke them,tharply 
Iſt the great Shepherd and Biſhop of Souls rebuke us for our Neg» 
ligence and unſaithfulnels at the laſt Cay, 

Q. Bur would not gentle perſwading and exhorting do bct- 
ter, and the Promiſes of Heaven and Happineſs prevail more than 
the Terrors of Hell? 

A. Give me leave to anſwer this Queſtion in the Words of ano- 
ther Reverend and Religious Biſhop of our own. 

Men now ada"'s are lo deſperately ſet upon their own ſinful Ways, 
that the Promiics of Life and Salvation are but a mockery tothem, 
Let Alercy be ſhewed to the Withed, yer he will not learn Righteouſneſs, 
Fj. 26. 10. 

Preach Honour, and Glory, and Peace, aGarland of Righteoul. 
neſs, an Incorruptible Crewn, Fruit of the Tree of Life, Sight of 
the- 
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the Face of God, following the Lamb, Fellowſhip with Angels and 
Saints, andthe Congregation of the Firſtborn, new- Names and 
white Garments, Pleaſures at the right Hand of God, and fulneſs of 
Joy in his Preſence for evermore. They are as obltinarely bent, and 
unmovably ſctled againſt theſe Bleſſings of God, as Damel againſt 
the Hire of Belſhazzer, Keep thy Rewards to thy Jelfe, and orve thy 
Gifts to another, Dan. 5. 

Alaſs, men are not won nor enamoured with the Expectation of 
good things, and the Revelation of the Sons of God, which the 
whole Crcature longeth and groancth for, ſavoureth no more unto 
them than a Box of putrified Oyntment. What'sto be done then ? 
Is there no way to ſave their Souls? or toquicken, and put Life in- 
to them? yes if the Bleſſings of fix Levites upon Mount Gerizim 
will zot move them, let them hear the Curſings of ſix other upon 
Mount Ebal; If they take no Pleaſure in the Beauty of Sion, let the 
Thunder and Lightning of $4: put them in Fear, and make them 
believe there isa God of Judgment. Ifthe Spirit of Gentleneſs take 
no Place, let them feel the Smart of the Rod, the Rod of the Law, 
which pollibly through Gods Bleſſing may be a means to bring them 
to Repentanace. 

Upon the whole matter then, Miniſters of the Goſpel are not, 
pon the account of this preceding Diſcourle, to torbear preaching 
the Law, as it 1s eſtabliſhed by Chrilt to be aRule to us all for the 
ordering of our Converſation aright in any kind, nor as it may be 
4 means, according to the Example of Chriſt, to rouze and awaken 
the World out of the Lethargy of Sin wherein by the Deluſion of 
the Devil it is miſerably laid atlcep, eſpecially in this Generation ; 
hut as it was in the Hand of 1oſes, that Qnuondam Mediatour ( which 
held it out as a Covenantof Works of the Law, the Formand Te- 
nuur whercof was do this and Live, otherwile curſed is every one 
tht contirieth not in all thinos that are Written in the Law to do 
them, Implying that without Juſtification by the Works of the 
I.aw, no Flcſh ſhould be ſaved ) it is not now to be Preached, for 
ſu h alcal Preaching muſt be acknowledged by us all,to be Incon- 
{11ſtent with the Grace of the Goſpel, derogatory from the Honour 
of our Lord Jclus Chritt, and overthroweth all the Hope of our 
Salvation. 


Deo Gloria mihs Vena. 
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Books Printed for and Sold by William Crook, at the 
Green Dragon without Temple-Bar,1 680. 


Drumuy. 
Revis Demonſtratio, proving the truth and excellency of the 
Chriſtian Religion by Realon. [- 

An Anſwer to Mr. Ferguſon's Dottrine, about Chriſt's Juſt ihcation 
and Sandctification, with an Account of the ends and intents of 
Chriſts death and paſſion, conſidered as a Reaſon, by John Knewles, 
Oct. 

The Primitive Inſtitution, or a ſeaſonable diſcourſe of Catechiſm, 
wherein is ſhewed the Antiquity, Neceſlity, and Benefits thereof, 
rogether with its ſutableneſs to heal the diſtemper of the Chureh, 
by L. Addrfon, D. D. T welves. VR, | 

A Sermon , Preached at the Funeral of a Mar found drowned in 
a Pit, inlarged by the Author upon” the account ' of ſudden 
death, off. | WW 
as Sermon, Preached at a Viſitation in Chichefter, by W. Mawel, 

HArto. 

The School of Righteouſneſs, A Serman;Freached before the Kingon 
a General Fatt day, by his Grace, the preſent Arch-Biſhop ob 
Cmnterbury, Qua. 

A- Diſcourſe of the Lawfutaeſs of taking Uſe for Mony, by Sir 
Robert Filmer ; with a large Preface to it by Sir Roger Twiſden, Tw. 

A modeſt Pl: for the Clergy, wherein is briefly conlidered their: 
O:1ginal, Antiquity, and Necellity, together with the true and falſe 
_ of theie being ſo much lighted, neglected, and unjuſtly de- 
[pi:ed. 

Hugo Grotius Catechiſm in Greek, Latin, and Enghſh, with a 
Praxis, Ot. 

The Spirit of Propheſie;, a Treatife to prove that Chriſt and his A- 
poſtles were Prophets. Together with the Divine Authority of 

zhriſtian Religion and the holy Scriptures, the inſufficiency of Hu» 
mane Realon, aud the reaſonableneſs of the Chriltian Fairly, Hope, 
and Practiſe deduced therefrom; and allertcd- againſt Mr. Hobbs , 
ad the Treabde of Humane Reaſon : Recommended to the Preſs by 
Dr-- 


Dr. Gunmins, Lord Biſhop of Fly, Of. 

The King-hilling Doitrine of the Feſuits, delivered to the French 
King, concerning the re-eftablifhment of the Jeftits in his Domi- 
nion: Writren in French by a Learned Roman Catholick. 

. Juſtrfying Faith, or that; Faith by which the Juſt d6live;to which 
is added anabſtratt of forme Letters about the Common Prayer, Oc. 

ASermon.Preached uponrthe fitth day of Nov. by G. Haſeard, iD. 
D. Rector of St. Clemerrs Des, and Chaplain in Ordinary to his 
Majeſty, Qu. 

ASermon Preached before Sir F. Edwards, Lord Mayor of London, 
at the Election of Sir R. Clayton,by G. Haſeard,D. D. and Chaplain ia 
Ordinary to his Majeſty. | 

A Sermon Preached before Sir R. Clayton, Lord M1yor of Lon1on, 
by Tho. Adamyncham, Fellow of New Colledg in Oxford, Qua. 

Theſe fix lalt are new. 
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. ' ff Voyare into the Levant, by Sir H. Blount. 

Ceſui's Commentaries, with Mr. Edmonds his Obſervations upon 
it, in'Fotio, Enzliſl'd. 

. Heylin's Coſmography iv fonr parts, in Fol. - . 

Sir Tho. Herberts Travels, with addit'ons, Fol. 

. Adeſcription of Candia,. with- an account of the Siege, and the 
ſurrender of ir. into the hands of the Turks, Ott. _ 

Callope's Cabinet, wherein att Gentelemen may know all degrees 
of: Honour, and how to take place; with a Dictionary of Herald 
Terms, Tw. | 47 PR, > 

A Diſcourſe of the Dubedom of Modena, containing the Origi- 
nal, Antiquity, Government, Manners, and Qualities of the 
People. 

The preſent State of the Jews ;, wherein is contained an exact ac- 
count of their preſent Cuſto ns, Secular and Religious: To which 
is added a diſcourſe of the Mitna, Talmud, and Gemara, by L. Ad- 
&: ſor, D. D. 

Tie T ravels of Ulyſles, Tranſlated by Tho. Hobbs of Maulmſbury, Tw, 

Camera Regis, or the preſent State of Lvdn, containing the Anti- 
quity, Fame, Walls, River, Bridg, Gates, Tower, Officers, Courts, 
Cuſtoms, Franchiſes, &c. of that City : by F.B. Eſq, Ott. 

The Circumciſion of the Great Turk's Son, 'and the Ceremony of 
the Marriage of his Daughter, fert from the Engliſh Embaſſa- 
dor, Fd.. 
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